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The Civil War thrust Americans onto unfamiliar terrain, as two competing societies mobilized for four years
of bloody conflict. Concerned Northerners turned to the print media for guidance on how to be good citizens
in a war that hit close to home but was fought hundreds of miles away. They read novels, short stories,
poems, songs, editorials, and newspaper stories. They laughed at cartoons and satirical essays. Their spirits
were stirred in response to recruiting broadsides and patriotic envelopes. This massive cultural outpouring
offered a path for ordinary Americans casting around for direction.

Examining the breadth of Northern popular culture, J. Matthew Gallman offers a dramatic reconsideration of
how the Union's civilians understood the meaning of duty and citizenship in wartime. Although a huge
percentage of military-aged men served in the Union army, a larger group chose to stay home, even while
they supported the war. This pathbreaking study investigates how men and women, both white and black,
understood their roles in the People's Conflict. Wartime culture created humorous and angry stereotypes
ridiculing the nation's cowards, crooks, and fools, while wrestling with the challenges faced by ordinary
Americans. Gallman shows how thousands of authors, artists, and readers together created a new set of rules
for navigating life in a nation at war.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Locke:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Defining
Duty in the Civil War: Personal Choice, Popular Culture, and the Union Home Front (Civil War America)?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Roberta Nieves:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Defining Duty in the Civil War:
Personal Choice, Popular Culture, and the Union Home Front (Civil War America) will make you to become
smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which
open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Gretchen Clark:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Defining Duty in the Civil War: Personal Choice, Popular Culture, and
the Union Home Front (Civil War America) as the daily resource information.

Heather Bly:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Defining Duty in the Civil War: Personal Choice,
Popular Culture, and the Union Home Front (Civil War America) was multi-colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Defining Duty in the Civil War: Personal Choice, Popular Culture,
and the Union Home Front (Civil War America) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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