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Shakespeare and Women situates Shakespeare's female characters in multiple historical contexts, ranging
from the early modern England in which they originated to the contemporary Western world in which our
own encounters with them are staged. In so doing, this book seeks to challenge currently prevalent views of
Shakespeare's women-both the women he depicted in his plays and the women he encountered in the world
he inhabited.

Chapter 1, "A Usable History," analyses the implications and consequences of the emphasis on patriarchal
power, male misogyny, and women's oppression that has dominated recent feminist Shakespeare scholarship,
while subsequent chapters propose alternative models for feminist analysis. Chapter 2, "The Place(s) of
Women in Shakespeare's World," emphasizes the frequently overlooked kinds of social, political, and
economic agency exercised by the women Shakespeare would have known in both Stratford and London.
Chapter 3, "Our Canon, Ourselves," addresses the implications of the modern popularity of plays such as The
Taming of the Shrew which seem to endorse women's subjugation, arguing that the plays--and the aspects of
those plays--that we have chosen to emphasize tell us more about our own assumptions than about the beliefs
that informed the responses of Shakespeare's first audiences. Chapter 4, "Boys will be Girls," explores the
consequences for women of the use of male actors to play women's roles. Chapter 5, "The Lady's Reeking
Breath," turns to the sonnets, the texts that seem most resistant to feminist appropriation, to argue that
Shakespeare's rewriting of the idealized Petrarchan lady anticipates modern feminist critiques of the essential
misogyny of the Petrarchan tradition. The final chapter, "Shakespeare's Timeless Women," surveys the
implication of Shakespeare's female characters in the process of historical change, as they have been
repeatedly updated to conform to changing conceptions of women's nature and women's social roles, serving
in ever-changing guises as models of an unchanging, universal female nature.
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From reader reviews:

William Martin:

The book Shakespeare and Women (Oxford Shakespeare Topics) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Shakespeare
and Women (Oxford Shakespeare Topics) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you
like open and read a e-book Shakespeare and Women (Oxford Shakespeare Topics). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Gene Kistler:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Shakespeare and Women (Oxford Shakespeare Topics) as your daily resource
information.

Travis Smith:

This book untitled Shakespeare and Women (Oxford Shakespeare Topics) to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon
it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book
in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Jerry Blair:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Shakespeare and Women (Oxford Shakespeare Topics), it is possible to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a guide.
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