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Roger Williams, a deeply religious minister in seventeenth-century New England, revolutionized thinking
about the role government should play in religion. Banished from Massachusetts for his controversial views,
he founded the Town of Providence on the basis of full liberty of conscience and total separation of church
and state. These radical ideas were adopted by the Colony of Providence Plantations, which later became
known as the Colony and then State of Rhode Island. Williams also insisted, contrary to the prevailing
orthodoxy, that Europeans could acquire American land only through voluntary transactions with Native
Americans.

This is the story of the dramatic life, thought, and work of a man who refused to accept the conventional
wisdom of his time and who forged a new way of thinking that came to characterize the best in the American
tradition. Born and raised in England, Williams knew or otherwise personally encountered--during his youth
or in later return visits--some of the greatest figures of English history: Sir Edward Coke, Sir Francis Bacon,
King James I, the young man who became King Charles I, John Milton, Oliver Cromwell. In contrast to such
famous contemporaries, Williams persistently argued, publicly and unambiguously, for complete liberty of
conscience and a wall of separation between church and state--both for America and for Europe. At a time
when most of the governments in Europe and America promulgated some form of established religion that
persecuted religious dissenters, Williams founded a polity that was explicitly based on the principles and
values of what became, more than 150 years later, the Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses of the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

The First American Founder traces, often in Roger Williams's own colorful words, the conflicts that
Williams and his settlement experienced in maintaining a haven for persecuted religious minorities. Those
challenges came both in the form of military and political imperialism from other colonies and from internal
dissension. The book explains how Williams faced these issues and managed to create and preserve a
political society whose principles we could recognize today. It also discusses how Williams influenced,
directly and indirectly, the generation that later fought the Revolutionary War and established the
Constitution and Bill of Rights.

This work is written for both the general reader and the professional historian. The main text is readable by
all. The endnotes and appendices contain scholarly documentation and discussion that will satisfy the most
meticulous student of history.
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From reader reviews:

Ruben Martin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The First American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience.
Try to the actual book The First American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience as your
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Marva Larson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your needs
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The First American Founder: Roger
Williams and Freedom of Conscience book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Randy Gable:

This book untitled The First American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Ralph Rodriguez:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The First American Founder: Roger Williams and
Freedom of Conscience was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The First
American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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