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An award-winning historian illuminates the strategy for ending slavery that precipitated the crisis of
civil war.

Surrounded by a ring of fire, the scorpion stings itself to death. The image, widespread among antislavery
leaders before the Civil War, captures their long-standing strategy for peaceful abolition: they would
surround the slave states with a cordon of freedom. They planned to use federal power wherever they could
to establish freedom: the western territories, the District of Columbia, the high seas. By constricting slavery
they would induce a crisis: slaves would escape in ever-greater numbers, the southern economy would falter,
and finally the southern states would abolish the institution themselves. For their part the southern states
fully understood this antislavery strategy. They cited it repeatedly as they adopted secession ordinances in
response to Lincoln's election.

The scorpion's sting is the centerpiece of this fresh, incisive exploration of slavery and the Civil War: Was
there a peaceful route to abolition? Was Lincoln late to emancipation? What role did race play in the politics
of slavery? With stunning insight James Oakes moves us ever closer to a new understanding of the most
momentous events in our history.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Johnson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Scorpion's Sting: Antislavery and the Coming of the Civil
War can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Tiffany Lyons:

This The Scorpion's Sting: Antislavery and the Coming of the Civil War is great reserve for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having The Scorpion's Sting: Antislavery and the Coming of the Civil War in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten
or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you still doubt that?

Kenneth Salinas:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and soon. The The Scorpion's Sting: Antislavery and the Coming of the Civil War provide you with
new experience in studying a book.

Barry Bennett:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the The Scorpion's Sting: Antislavery and the Coming of the Civil War when you essential it?
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