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What is truth? What value should we see in or attribute to it?

The war over the meaning and utility of truth is at the center of contemporary philosophical debate, and its
arguments have rocked the foundations of philosophical practice. In this book, the American pragmatist
Richard Rorty and the French analytic philosopher Pascal Engel present their radically different perspectives
on truth and its correspondence to reality.

Rorty doubts that the notion of truth can be of any practical use and points to the preconceptions that lie
behind truth in both the intellectual and social spheres. Engel prefers a realist conception, defending the
relevance and value of truth as a norm of belief and inquiry in both science and the public domain. Rorty
finds more danger in using the notion of truth than in getting rid of it. Engel thinks it is important to hold on
to the idea that truth is an accurate representation of reality.

In Rorty's view, epistemology is an artificial construct meant to restore a function to philosophy usurped by
the success of empirical science. Epistemology and ontology are false problems, and with their demise goes
the Cartesian dualism of subject and object and the ancient problematic of appearance and reality.
Conventional "philosophical problems," Rorty asserts, are just symptoms of the professionalism that has
disfigured the discipline since the time of Kant. Engel, however, is by no means as complacent as Rorty in
heralding the "end of truth," and he wages a fierce campaign against the "veriphobes" who deny its value.

What's the Use of Truth? is a rare opportunity to experience each side of this impassioned debate clearly and
concisely. It is a subject that has profound implications not only for philosophical inquiry but also for the
future study of all aspects of our culture.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Sneed:

The feeling that you get from What's the Use of Truth? is a more deep you excavating the information that
hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but What's the Use of Truth? giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this What's the Use of Truth? instantly.

Hattie Booth:

What's the Use of Truth? can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get
every word into joy arrangement in writing What's the Use of Truth? yet doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Randall Briggs:

This What's the Use of Truth? is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information
for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having What's the Use of Truth?
in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Thomas Towne:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top list in your reading list is What's the Use of Truth?. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this book you can
get many advantages.
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