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Like scenes out of a spy novel ...

... except that this was real life, not fiction.

They were instructed what to say and what not to say, where to go, how to act and react ... They were spied
on and followed constantly, threatened with punishment, harassed at border crossings ...

Yet they kept on coming. At first just a trickle, the shlichim of the Vaad L Hatzolas Nidchei Yisroel
ultimately numbered in the hundreds. Despite the dangers, they came year after year to the dreaded Soviet
Union to help their lost brothers and sisters rediscover their lost heritage. They came to bring needed
supplies, to show they cared, and to help in whatever way possible.

And help they did. They succeeded in fanning the small sparks of the Russian ba al teshuvah movement into
a burning flame. Then, when the Iron Curtain finally fell, the Vaad only redoubled its efforts to help the
Russian Jews transition to fully religious lives in Eretz Yisroel, America, and elsewhere. In fact, the nucleus
of today s religious Russian Jewish communities was created in great part thanks to the efforts of Rabbi
Mordechai Neustadt and the shlichim of the Vaad.

For decades, these stories of incredible mesirus nefesh remained solely in the possession of the brave
individuals who experienced them. Now, they can finally be told, and they will leave you awestruck.

Two great catastrophes befell the Jewish people in the 20th century -- The Holocaust and the destruction of
Jewish life in the Soviet Union, behind the "Iron Curtain." Though the impact of the former is widely
publicized and recorded, the destructive effect of the latter is relatively unknown. Yet, in some ways it was
no less devastating.

The thoroughly evil Communist regime not only succeeded in eradicating Jewish life throughout the USSR,
but by banning all forms of religious practice, they erased the name of Hashem from the hearts and minds of
almost all Jews there. They engendered so much fear that the next two or three generations became
thoroughly ignorant of their Jewish heritage and were terrified to even be identified as Jews. It was truly a
spiritual Holocaust.

This is why the spiritual revival of the Jewish people under the unimaginably brutal Communist regime in
the last decade of its existence is so remarkable. And as remarkable as it was, it has hardly been documented.
It is a story that is largely untold. Even those who know about it probably know only a portion of what went
on.

This is due in great part to the fact that Jewish organizations outside the Soviet Union were forced to keep
their activities quiet. If their efforts were advertised they risked drawing the attention of the KGB, the
dreaded Soviet secret police, thereby endangering their mission and putting at risk the small but growing
circle of young Russian Jews learning to live a Jewish religious life. They had no choice but to go about their
organizational work without publicity.



The purpose of this book is to finally tell that story.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Foley:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for people. The book The Underground seemed to be making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
reserve The Underground is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using
the book The Underground. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Delmar Stingley:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the publication untitled The Underground can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Andrea Quirk:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Underground that give
your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can
pick The Underground become your personal starter.

John Martindale:

You may get this The Underground by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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