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In her ethnography of the Gwembe Tonga people of rural Zambia, Lisa Cliggett explores what happens to
kinship ties in times of famine. The Tonga, a matrilineal Bantu-speaking society, had long lived and farmed
along the banks of the Zambezi River, but when the Kariba Dam was completed and the river valley was
flooded in 1958, approximately 57,000 people were forcibly relocated. All of southern Africa has suffered
from severe droughts in the last three decades, and the Gwembe Valley has proved particularly susceptible to
failed harvests and sociopolitically and ecologically triggered crises.The work of survival for the Gwembe
Tonga includes difficult decisions about how to distribute inadequate resources among family members.
Physically limited elderly Tonga who rely on their kin for food and assistance are particularly vulnerable.
Cliggett examines Tonga household economies and support systems for the elderly. Old men and women,
she finds, use deeply gendered approaches to encourage aid from their children and fend off starvation. In
extreme circumstances, often the only resources at people's disposal are social support networks. Cliggett's
book tells a story about how people living in environmentally and economically dire circumstances manage
their social and material worlds to the best of their ability, sometimes at the cost of maintaining kinship
bonds?a finding that challenges Western notions of family among indigenous people, especially in rural
Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Daggett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Grains from Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in Rural Africa. Try
to make the book Grains from Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in Rural Africa as your friend. It means
that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Florence Adams:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Grains from Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in Rural Africa
book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer connected with Grains from Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in Rural Africa content conveys
the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Grains from Grass: Aging,
Gender, and Famine in Rural Africa is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Tina West:

The book untitled Grains from Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in Rural Africa is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Grains from Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in
Rural Africa from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Edgar Workman:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Grains from Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in Rural Africa was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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