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Reference is a central topic in philosophy of language, and has been the main focus of discussion about how
language relates to the world. R. M. Sainsbury sets out a new approach to the concept, which promises to
bring to an end some long-standing debates in semantic theory. There is a single category of referring
expressions, all of which deserve essentially the same kind of semantic treatment. Included in this category
are both singular and plural referring expressions ( "Aristotle" "The Pleiades" ) complex and non-complex
referring expressions ( "The President of the USA in 1970" "Nixon" ) and empty and non-empty referring
expressions ( "Vulcan" "Neptune" ) Referring expressions are to be described semantically by a reference
condition, rather than by being associated with a referent. In arguing for these theses, Sainsbury's book
promises to end the fruitless oscillation between Millian and descriptivist views. Millian views insist that
every name has a referent, and find it hard to give a good account of names which appear not to have
referents, or at least are not known to do so, like ones introduced through error (Vulcan) ones where it is
disputed whether they have a bearer ( "Patanjali" ) and ones used in fiction. Descriptivist theories require that
each name be associated with some body of information. These theories fly in the face of the fact names are
useful precisely because there is often no overlap of information among speakers and hearers. The alternative
position for which the book argues is firmly non-descriptivist, though it also does not require a referent. A
much broader view can be taken of which expressions are referring expressions: not just names and pronouns
used demonstratively, but also some complex expressions and some anaphoric uses of pronouns. Sainsbury's
approach brings reference into line with truth: no one would think that a semantic theory should associate a
sentence with a truth
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From reader reviews:

Victor Kohlmeier:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Reference without Referents can be excellent book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Patricia Rhee:

Exactly why? Because this Reference without Referents is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.

Nancy Kidder:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Reference without Referents was filled about science. Spend your spare time
to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In
the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Jose Chapman:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Reference without Referents or even others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Reference without Referents to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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