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The death of the Italian Jesuit Matteo Ricci in China in 1610 was the occasion for demonstrations of
European rituals appropriate for a Catholic priest and also of Chinese rituals appropriate to the country
hosting the Jesuit community. Rather than burying Ricci immediately in a plain coffin near the church,
according to their European practice, the Jesuits followed Chinese custom and kept Ricci's body for nearly a
year in an air-tight Chinese-style coffin and asked the emperor for burial ground outside the city walls.
Moreover, at Ricci's funeral itself, on their own initiative the Chinese performed their funerary rituals, thus
starting a long and complex cultural dialogue in which they took the lead during the next century.

The Interweaving of Rituals explores the role of ritual - specifically rites related to death and funerals - in
cross-cultural exchange, demonstrating a gradual interweaving of Chinese and European ritual practices at
all levels of interaction in seventeenth-century China. This includes the interplay of traditional and new
rituals by a Christian community of commoners, the grafting of Christian funerals onto established Chinese
practices, and the sponsorship of funeral processions for Jesuit officials by the emperor. Through careful
observation of the details of funerary practice, Nicolas Standaert illustrates the mechanics of two-way
cultural interaction. His thoughtful analysis of the ritual exchange between two very different cultural
traditions is especially relevant in today's world of global ethnic and religious tension. His insights will be of
interest to a broad range of scholars, from historians to anthropologists to theologians.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Froelich:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Interweaving of Rituals: Funerals in the Cultural
Exchange Between China and Europe is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Henry Robinson:

The actual book The Interweaving of Rituals: Funerals in the Cultural Exchange Between China and Europe
will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Interweaving of
Rituals: Funerals in the Cultural Exchange Between China and Europe is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Paul Kindig:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this The Interweaving
of Rituals: Funerals in the Cultural Exchange Between China and Europe.

Leroy Moore:

This The Interweaving of Rituals: Funerals in the Cultural Exchange Between China and Europe is
completely new way for you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this The Interweaving of Rituals: Funerals in the Cultural Exchange
Between China and Europe can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy
this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better
life in addition to knowledge.
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