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Two migrant field workers in California on their plantation during the Great Depression—George Milton, an
intelligent but uneducated man, and Lennie Small, a man of large stature and great strength but limited
mental abilities—are in Soledad on their way to another part of California. They hope to one day attain their
shared dream of settling down on their own piece of land. Lennie's part of the dream is merely to tend to (and
touch) soft rabbits on the farm, as he loves touching soft animals, although he always kills them. This dream
is one of Lennie's favorite stories, which George constantly retells. They are fleeing from their previous
employment in Weed, California, where they were run out of town after Lennie's love of stroking soft things
resulted in an accusation of attempted rape, when he touched a young woman's dress, and would not let go. It
soon becomes clear that the two are close friends and George is Lennie's protector, despite Lennie's antics
irritating him. The theme of friendship is a constant throughout the story.

At the ranch after being hired, the situation appears to be menacing and dangerous, especially when the pair
are confronted by Curley—The Boss's small-statured, aggressive son with a napoleon complex who dislikes
larger men—leaving the gentle giant Lennie vulnerable. Curley's flirtatious and provocative wife, to whom
Lennie is instantly attracted, poses a problem as well. In sharp contrast to these two characters, the pair also
meets Candy, a kind, old, aged ranch hand with one hand and a loyal dog, and Slim, the kind, intelligent and
intuitive jerkline-skinner whose dog has recently had a litter of puppies. Slim gives a puppy to Lennie, as he
does to Candy, who had a loyal, accomplished sheep dog that was killed due to its old age and uselessness.

In spite of the potential problems on the ranch, their dream leaps towards reality when Candy offers to pitch
in $350, most of the money that they need, with George and Lennie so that they can buy a farm at the end of
the month, in return for permission to live with them on it. The trio are ecstatic, but their joy is
overshadowed when Curley attacks Lennie. In response, a bleeding and injured Lennie, urged on by George,
catches Curley's fist and easily crushes it, reminding the group there are still obstacles to overcome before
their goal is reached.

Nevertheless, George feels more relaxed, since the dream seems just within their grasp, to the extent that he
even leaves Lennie behind on the ranch while he goes into town with the other ranch hands. Lennie wanders
into the stable, and chats with Crooks, the bitter, yet educated stable buck, who is isolated from the other
workers because he is black. Candy finds them and they discuss their plans for the farm with Crooks, who
cannot resist asking them if he can hoe a garden patch on the farm, despite scorning the possibility of
achieving the dream. Curley's wife makes another appearance and flirts with the men, especially Lennie.
However, her spiteful side is shown when she belittles them and is especially harsh towards Crooks because
of his race, threatening to have him lynched.

The next day, Lennie accidentally kills his puppy while stroking it. Curley's wife enters the barn and tries to
speak to Lennie, admitting that she is lonely and how her dreams of becoming a movie star are crushed,
revealing the reason she flirts with the ranch hands. After finding out that Lennie loves stroking soft things,
she offers to let him stroke her hair, but panics and begins to scream when she feels his strength.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Nielson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Summary &
Analysis Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Edward Yung:

The book Summary & Analysis Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book
Summary & Analysis Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
e-book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Summary & Analysis Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck has simple shape
but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Aaron Thomsen:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one with theme
for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Summary & Analysis Of Mice and Men by John
Steinbeck is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

John Smithers:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the publication untitled Summary & Analysis Of Mice and Men by John
Steinbeck can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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