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From the outset of World War I, French doctors faced an apparent epidemic of puzzling neurological and
psychiatric illnesses among soldiers. As they attempted to understand the causes of these illnesses, doctors
organized specialized centers near the front, where they submitted soldiers to swift, humiliating treatments
and then returned them to duty. At home, they interned the scores of civilians who succumbed to the war's
strains in decrepit asylums or left them to fend for themselves. In Treating the Trauma of the Great War,
Gregory M. Thomas explores the psychological effects of the war on French citizens, showing how doctors'
understanding of mental illness produced deep, tangible effects in the lives of the men and women who
suffered.

Doctors vigorously debated the war's role in the genesis of the neuropsychiatric disturbances observed in
soldiers and civilians, but most psychiatrists ultimately concluded that mental illnesses appeared primarily in
individuals predisposed to disease. Consequently, doctors granted their patients few favors when making
decisions about diagnostic labels, treatment regimes, and pension allocations, leaving many to endure
illnesses without adequate care or sufficient financial support. In their quest to understand the psychological
impact of war, Thomas argues, doctors focused more on demonstrating the capabilities of their medical
specialties and serving a state at war than on treating patients. Those aims significantly affected doctors'
scientific conclusions, their medical and legal decisions, and their treatment practices. When the war ended,
psychiatric reformers used the trauma of war to their advantage, promoting the perception of France as a
traumatized nation in need of new psychiatric institutions that could accommodate a large and growing pool
of psychologically wounded citizens.

Thomas draws on the vast medical literature produced during and after the war, including veterans' journals,
parliamentary debates, newspaper articles, and medical administrative reports, infusing his narrative with a
vivid human element. Though psychiatrists ultimately failed to raise the status of their specialty, Thomas
reveals how the war helped precipitate lasting changes in psychiatric practice.
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From reader reviews:

John Sanchez:

The reason? Because this Treating the Trauma of the Great War: Soldiers, Civilians, and Psychiatry in
France, 1914-1940 is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer
or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as
help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If
I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Frank Johnson:

This Treating the Trauma of the Great War: Soldiers, Civilians, and Psychiatry in France, 1914-1940 is great
reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can point
out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Treating the Trauma of the Great War: Soldiers, Civilians, and Psychiatry in France, 1914-1940 in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this really
is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Margie Sutton:

You may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Treating the Trauma of the Great War:
Soldiers, Civilians, and Psychiatry in France, 1914-1940 is simple to develop you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

William Rice:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Treating the Trauma of the Great War:
Soldiers, Civilians, and Psychiatry in France, 1914-1940 to make your own personal reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you
to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the guide Treating the Trauma of the Great War: Soldiers,
Civilians, and Psychiatry in France, 1914-1940 can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and



confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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