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In the six centuries before the Norman Conquest, the Anglo-Saxons set their mark on England: the origins of
much that is distinctive in modern English culture may be found in the period, most notably the English
language itself. This outstanding book is an introduction to Old English language and literature set within the
context of Anglo-Saxon history and society -so arranged that the one constantly illuminates the other.

Parts I, II, and V aim to provide the reader with an understanding of, and in particular the ability to read, Old
English. Drawing on over four decades of teaching experience, the author proceeds in clear, manageable
steps. He stresses the 'Englishness' of Old English, guides the reader through possible difficulties, and
illustrates each point with examples.

Part III presents a wide-ranging account of Anglo-Saxon England. A description of the literature is followed
by a brief history of the period, made vivid through a series of extracts from the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. The
author draws on the latest archaeological and historical research to describe arts, crafts, and occupations,
from weapons, coins, textiles, and jewellery to ship-building, architecture, and sculpture.

In his account of town and country life, of warriors, farmers, and entertainers, Bruce Mitchell shows the
impact of Christianity on a heroic society, in which both men and women played important roles. This
impact created a tension that is frequently apparent in a representative selection of fifty-one prose and verse
texts provided in Part IV. Each of the texts is introduced and placed in context, and footnote annotations
explain points of difficulty.

The book is illustrated with maps, line drawings, and photographs. It has a guide to further reading and full
indexes, and concludes with a glossary tailored to meet the needs of those encountering Old English for the
first time. The author's aim is to allow the reader both to understand Anglo-Saxon society and to experience
the richness of its literature and culture. He will be found to have succeeded.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Blanchard:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled An Invitation to Old English and Anglo-Saxon England. Try to
the actual book An Invitation to Old English and Anglo-Saxon England as your good friend. It means that it
can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Therese Watson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular An Invitation to Old
English and Anglo-Saxon England to read.

Timothy Rhine:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. An Invitation to Old English and Anglo-Saxon England can be your answer as it can be read by you
actually who have those short time problems.

Kimberly Casselman:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the An
Invitation to Old English and Anglo-Saxon England when you desired it?
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