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In November 1933, the Socialist Party of Bridgeport, Connecticut won a stunning victory in the municipal
election, putting slate roofer Jasper McLevy in the mayor's seat and nearly winning control of the city
council. In probing the factors that led to this electoral victory and its continuation, Bucki uncovers a legacy
of activist unionism, business manipulation of local politics and taxes, and a growing debate over the public
good that revealed how working people viewed their government and their own roles as citizens. As a
backdrop to the evolving national developments of the New Deal, this study stands at the intersection of
political, labor, and ethnic history and provides a new perspective on how working people affected urban
politics in the inter-war era. "Bridgeport's Socialist New Deal, 1915-36" explores how labor gained first a
foothold and then a stronghold in local politics as broad debates over taxes, budgets, city services, and the
definition of public good pitted previously unengaged working-class citizens against local business leaders
and traditional party elites. In the heat of the Great Depression, the skilled AFL craftsmen who made up the
bulk of the city's Socialist Party stepped in to fill a political void created by the crumbling of mainstream
parties, the disintegration of traditional modes of ethnic politics, and the fiscal crisis of the city. Representing
the concerns of ethnic working-class communities only weakly allied to the mainstream American parties,
the Bridgeport Socialists rode into office on a wave of popular antibusiness anger and New Deal enthusiasm.
Once in office, McLevy and his party were hamstrung by legislative measures that gave substantial control
of finances to local business leaders. Bucki details the compromise politics of Bridgeport and shows how the
local party, after splitting from the Socialist Party of America in 1936, became more narrowly focused and
reformist, though still serving as the voice of the working class. The Bridgeport Socialist Party's remarkable
move from outsider critic to occupant of city hall illustrates the volatility of politics in the early depression
years. It also reveals the curbing influence of conservative business and political interests, not only on the
Bridgeport Socialists, but also on the more radical prongs of the New Deal.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Marcil:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When you
read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the information
or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Bridgeport's Socialist
New Deal, 1915-36 (Working Class in American History), you could tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Armando Lemaire:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Bridgeport's Socialist New Deal, 1915-36 (Working Class in American History).

Travis Smith:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely Bridgeport's Socialist New Deal, 1915-36 (Working Class in American
History).

Haley Berg:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Bridgeport's Socialist New Deal, 1915-36
(Working Class in American History), you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh



come on its called reading friends.
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