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At the dawn of the twentieth century, Henry Adams proclaimed that the machine was as central to our
modem American culture as the Virgin was to medieval culture. We worshiped in our factories as our
ancestors worshiped in cathedrals. In this century we also raised up bridges, grain elevators, and skyscrapers,
and many were dazzled by these symbols of the Machine Age--from American presidents such as Calvin
Coolidge to European artists such as Marcel Duchamp. Charles Sheeler (1886-1965) was one of the most
noted American painters and photographers to embrace the iconography of the machine. But was he high
priest or heretic in the religion of mass production and technology that dominated his era?

Karen Lucic considers this intriguing question while telling us Sheeler's story: his coming of age, his
achievement of artistic independence in the teens and twenties, and his later treatments of Machine Age
subjects throughout the years of the Depression and World War 11. The author shows us how--in paintings,
drawings, and photographs depicting New Y ork skyscrapers, Henry Ford's automobile factories, and
machine-dominated interiors--Sheeler produced images of extraordinary aesthetic power that provocatively
confirmed America’s technological and industrial prestigein clear, vivid, and exact detail.

Do these compelling works establish Sheeler as a champion of the Machine Age? Most of the artist's
contemporaries thought so. "Sheeler was objective before the rest of uswere," claimed his friend Edward
Steichen, and critics either lauded or assailed Sheeler for his seemingly straightforward acceptance of the
machine. He is misunderstood today for the same reason. In the post-industrial era, Sheeler has been attacked
for objectifying his subjects, for eliminating the human element from the modern landscape, and ultimately
for complicity in the mechanization of the world he so accurately portrayed.

By closely investigating Sheeler's social and aesthetic contexts and through exceptionally clear and
convincing visua analysis, Karen Lucic reinterprets the work of this important modernist. She argues that his
images do not celebrate the machine but question its predominance during histime. They provoke usto
confront the social consequences of modern technology.

Sheeler appearsin this book as neither believer nor heretic in the cult of the machine. Lucic asks us to grant
Sheeler his ambivalence, for it was his ambivalence that enabled him to portray modernity so splendidly.
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From reader reviews:
Mark Maney:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typicaly the Charles Sheeler and Cult of the Machine
(Essaysin Art and Culture) iskind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Pamela Adair:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with thetitle Charles
Sheeler and Cult of the Machine (Essays in Art and Culture) suitable to you? The particular book was written
by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Charles Sheeler and Cult of the Machine (Essaysin Art and
Culture)isasingle of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author
explained their thought in the ssmple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-
book. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world within this book.

VernaHibbard:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is definitely Charles Sheeler and Cult of the Machine (Essaysin Art and Culture).

Shari Villa;

Charles Sheeler and Cult of the Machine (Essaysin Art and Culture) can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Charles Sheeler
and Cult of the Machine (Essaysin Art and Culture) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.
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