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In the decades leading up to the Arab Spring in 2011, when Hosni Mubarak's authoritarian regime was swept
from power in Egypt, Muslim women took a leading role in developing a robust Islamist presence in the
country's public sphere. Soft Force examines the writings and activism of these women--including scholars,
preachers, journalists, critics, actors, and public intellectuals--who envisioned an Islamic awakening in which
women's rights and the family, equality, and emancipation were at the center.

Challenging Western conceptions of Muslim women as being oppressed by Islam, Ellen McLarney shows
how women used "soft force"--a women's jihad characterized by nonviolent protest--to oppose secular
dictatorship and articulate a public sphere that was both Islamic and democratic. McLarney draws on
memoirs, political essays, sermons, newspaper articles, and other writings to explore how these women
imagined the home and the family as sites of the free practice of religion in a climate where Islamists were
under siege by the secular state. While they seem to reinforce women's traditional roles in a male-dominated
society, these Islamist writers also reoriented Islamist politics in domains coded as feminine, putting women
at the very forefront in imagining an Islamic polity.

Bold and insightful, Soft Force transforms our understanding of women's rights, women's liberation, and
women's equality in Egypt's Islamic revival.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Batchelder:

The feeling that you get from Soft Force: Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in
Muslim Politics) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more
you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Soft Force:
Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read
that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this specific Soft Force: Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening
(Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) instantly.

Susan Gagnon:

This Soft Force: Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) are usually
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Soft Force:
Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) can be one of the great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with
information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Soft Force:
Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Mitchell Peed:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be learn. Soft
Force: Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) can be your answer
since it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

William Johnson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide Soft Force: Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim
Politics) was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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