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The Americans by Hugo Münsterberg stands alongside Alexis de Tocqueville's American Democracy as one
of the great works on the New World written by a scholar deeply familiar with the Old World. When
originally published, it gave the German public a sense of American life, and was described as "a book
which deals in a detailed way with the political, economic, intellectual, and social aspects of American
culture." Münsterberg, a world-renowned psychologist at the turn of the twentieth century, noted that "its
purpose is to interpret systematically the democratic ideals of America."

The primary aim of The Americans is to study the people and America's inner tendencies. It offers a
"philosophy of Americanism," the ideology of a people writ whole. Münsterberg's sense of the "spirit" of a
people, rather than facts about the people, is revealed in his four cardinal chapters: Self-Direction, Self-
Realization, Self-Perfection, and Self-Assertion. While he covers the economic premises of the free market
and the politics of party affairs, he considers these the least important. Instead it is the lasting forces and
tendencies of American life, rather than problems of the day, that occupy the author. This focus was shared
by German readers, for whom the book was conceived, and for those in the United States who read the book
in English.

The dynamic of strong basic tendencies of democratic forces and lesser, but significant, aristocratic
tendencies underwrites the strains and tensions in American society. It also defines the special nature of a
book, written more than one hundred years ago, that retains its lively sense of purpose and deep insight into
American life. One could well say that this book is required reading in this day and age for Americans and
Europeans alike. This is a neglected masterpiece.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Ashworth:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Americans.

Cheri Whaley:

This The Americans book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This The Americans without we
recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry
The Americans can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Americans having very good arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Frederick Roark:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find book that need more time to be examine. The Americans can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Philip Nguyen:

Beside that The Americans in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Americans
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get
what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
item? Find this book and also read it from today!
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