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Samuel Heilman's eloquent account of the traditional customs that are put into practice when a Jewish person
dies provides both an informative anthropological perspective on Jewish rites of mourning and a moving
chronicle of the loss of his own father. This unique narrative crosses and recrosses the boundary between the
academic and the religious, the personal and the general, reflecting Heilman's changing roles as social
scientist, bereaved son, and observant Jew. Not only describing but explaining the cultural meaning behind
Jewish practices and traditions, this extraordinary book shows what is particular and what is universal about
Jewish experiences of death, bereavement, mourning, and their aftermath.

Heilman describes the many phases of death: the moment between life and death, the transitional period
when the dead have not yet been laid to rest, the preparation of the body (tahara), the Jewish funeral, the
early seven-day period of mourning (shivah), the nearly twelve months during which the kaddish is recited,
and the annual commemorations of bereavement. The richly informative ethnography that surrounds
Heilman's personal account deepens our understanding of the customs and traditions that inform the Jewish
cultural response to death.

When a Jew Dies concludes by revealing the rhythm that lies beneath the Jewish experience with death. It
finds that however much death has thrown life into disequilibrium, the Jewish response is to follow a
precisely timed series of steps during which the dead are sent on their way and the living are reintegrated into
the group and into life. Filled with absorbing detail and insightful interpretations that draw from social
science as well as Jewish sources, this book offers new insight into one of the most profound and often
difficult situations that almost everyone must face.

Cover illustration by Max Ferguson
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From reader reviews:

George Thomas:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this When a Jew Dies: The Ethnography of a
Bereaved Son book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Gerald Magee:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book When a Jew Dies: The Ethnography of a Bereaved Son it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply
to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Daniel Scholz:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This When a Jew Dies: The Ethnography of a
Bereaved Son is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did
not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Tony Hogan:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book When a Jew Dies: The Ethnography of a Bereaved
Son to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book
and examine it. Beside that the publication When a Jew Dies: The Ethnography of a Bereaved Son can to be
your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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