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This complete revision and updating of Professor Robins' classic text offers a comprehensive account of the
history of linguistic thought from its European origins some 2500 years ago to the present day. It examines
the independent development of linguistic science in China and Medieval Islam, and especially in India,
which was to have a profound effect on European and American linguistics from the end of the eighteenth
century.

The fourth edition of A Short History of Linguistics gives a greater prominence to the work of Wilhelm von
Humboldt, because of the lasting importance of his work on language in relation to general eighteenth
century thinking and of its perceived relevance in the latter half of the twentieth century to several aspects of
generative grammatical theory. The final section, covering the twentieth century, has been rewritten and
divided into two new chapters, so as to deal effectively with the increasingly divergent development of
descriptive and theoretical linguistics that took place in the latter half of this century.

Readable and authoritative, Professor Robins' introduction provides a clear and up-to-date overview of all
the major issues in the light of contemporary scholarly debate, and will be essential reading for
undergraduate and graduate students of linguistics alike.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is A Short History of Linguistics, this guide consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Kenneth Wallace:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular A Short History of Linguistics, can give you a lot
of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have A Short History of Linguistics,.

Betty Terry:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book A Short History of Linguistics,. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Michael Martin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So
you know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually A Short History of
Linguistics,.
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