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Baillie’s eminently readable dramas stand at the crossroads of the Scottish Enlightenment and early
Romanticism, and compellingly engage with questions of women’s rights. Her exploration of the passions,
first published in 1798, is here reissued with a wealth of contextual materials including “The Introductory
Discourse,” Baillie’s own brand of feminist literary criticism. The three plays included here are “Count
Basil: A Tragedy,” and “The Tryal: A Comedy,” which show love from opposing perspectives; and “De
Monfort: A Tragedy,” which explores the drama of hate. Among other appendices, the Broadview edition
includes materials on the contemporary philosophical understanding of the passions, and contemporary
reviews.

Baillie’s work is enjoying a revival of interest. She lived a long life, (1762-1851), and had a wide circle of
literary friends including Maria Edgeworth and Sir Walter Scott (who termed her a “female Shakespeare”).
Scottish born, she moved to England in her twenties where she then resided. Her Plays on the Passions,
alternatively known as A Series of Plays in which it is Attempted to Delineate the Stronger Passions of the
Mind?Each Passion being the Subject of a Tragedy and Comedy was produced in three volumes between
1798 and 1812. The first volume created quite a stir amongst the literary circles of London and Edinburgh
when introduced anonymously. The speculation into the authorship concluded two years later when Baillie
came forward as the writer of the collection, thereby causing a subsequent sensation since no one had
considered the shy spinster a candidate in the mystery.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Smith:

This Plays on the Passions (Broadview Literary Texts) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This Plays on the Passions (Broadview Literary Texts) without we recognize teach the one who reading it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Plays on the Passions (Broadview Literary
Texts) can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Plays on the Passions (Broadview Literary Texts) having
great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Lorraine Briggs:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Plays on the Passions
(Broadview Literary Texts) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you may pick Plays on the Passions (Broadview Literary Texts) become your
own personal starter.

Gary Stark:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Plays on the Passions (Broadview Literary Texts)
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mikel Davis:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list will be Plays on the Passions (Broadview Literary Texts). This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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