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The Living Elephants is the authoritative resource for information on both Asian and African elephants.
From the ancient origins of the proboscideans to the present-day crisis of the living elephants, this volume
synthesizes the behavior, ecology and conservation of elephants, while covering also the history of human
interactions with elephants, all within the theoretical framework of evolutionary biology. The book begins
with a survey of the 60-million year evolutionary history of the proboscideans emphasizing the role of
climate and vegetation change in giving rise to a bewildering array of species, but also discussing the
possible role of humans in the late Pleistocene extinction of mastodonts and mammoths. The latest
information on the molecular genetics of African and Asian elephants and its taxonomic implications are
then presented. The rise of the elephant culture in Asia, and its early demise in Africa are traced along with
an original interpretation of this unique animal-human relationship. The book then moves on to the social life
of elephants as it relates to reproductive strategies of males and females, development of behavior in young,
communication, ranging patterns, and societal organization. The foraging strategies of elephants, their
impact on the vegetation and landscape are then discussed. The dynamics of elephant populations in relation
to hunting for ivory and their population viability are described with the aid of mathematical models. A
detailed account of elephant-human interactions includes a treatment of crop depredation by elephants in
relation to their natural ecology, manslaughter by elephants, habitat manipulation by humans, and a history
of the ivory trade and poaching in the two continents. The ecological information is brought together in the
final chapter to formulate a set of pragmatic recommendations for the long-term conservation of elephants.
The broadest treatment of the subject yet undertaken, by one of the leading workers in the field, Raman
Sukumar, the book promises to bring the understanding of elephants to a new level. It should be of interest
not only to biologists but also a broader audience including field ecologists, wildlife administrators,
historians, conservationists and all those interested in elephants and their future.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Keith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Living Elephants: Evolutionary Ecology, Behaviour, and
Conservation (Life Sciences). Try to make book The Living Elephants: Evolutionary Ecology, Behaviour,
and Conservation (Life Sciences) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone
and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Dolores Mika:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Living Elephants:
Evolutionary Ecology, Behaviour, and Conservation (Life Sciences). All type of book could you see on
many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Deborah Browning:

The book untitled The Living Elephants: Evolutionary Ecology, Behaviour, and Conservation (Life
Sciences) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice study.

Nancy Brown:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular The Living Elephants: Evolutionary Ecology,
Behaviour, and Conservation (Life Sciences) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this
one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We
should have The Living Elephants: Evolutionary Ecology, Behaviour, and Conservation (Life Sciences).
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