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On October 21, 2012, Pope Benedict XVI canonized Saint Kateri Tekakwitha as the first Native North
American saint. Mohawk Saint is a work of history that situates her remarkable life in its seventeenth century
setting, a time of wars, epidemics, and cultural transformations for the Indian peoples of the northeast. The
daughter of a Algonquin mother and an Iroquois father, Catherine/Saint Kateri Tekakwitha (1656-1680) has
become known over the centuries as a Catholic convert so holy that, almost immediately upon her death, she
became the object of a cult. Today she is revered as a patron saint by Native Americans and the patroness of
ecology and the environment by Catholics more generally, the first Native North American proposed for
sainthood.

Tekakwitha was born at a time of cataclysmic change, as Native Americans of the northeast experienced the
effects of European contact and colonization. A convert to Catholicism in the 1670s, she embarked on a
physically and mentally grueling program of self-denial, aiming to capture the spiritual power of the
newcomers from across the sea. Her story intersects with that of Claude Chauchetière, a French Jesuit of
mystical tendencies who came to America hoping to rescue savages from sin and paganism. But it was
Claude himself who needed help to face down his own despair. He became convinced that Tekakwitha was a
genuine saint and that conviction gave meaning to his life. Though she lived until just 24, Tekakwitha's
severe penances and vivid visions were so pronounced that Chauchetière wrote an elegiac hagiography
shortly after her death.

With this richly crafted study, Allan Greer has written a dual biography of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha and
Chauchetière, unpacking their cultures in Native America and in France. He examines the missionary and
conversion activities of the Jesuits in Canada, and explains the Indian religious practices that interweave with
converts' Catholic practices. He also relates how Tekakwitha's legend spread through the hagiographies and
to areas of the United States, Canada, Europe, and Mexico in the centuries since her death. The book also
explores issues of body and soul, illness and healing, sexuality and celibacy, as revealed in the lives of a man
and a woman, from profoundly different worlds, who met centuries ago in the remote Mohawk village of
Kahnawake.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Flynn:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Mohawk
Saint: Catherine Tekakwitha and the Jesuits? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Victoria Schwan:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Mohawk Saint: Catherine Tekakwitha
and the Jesuits is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Julie Kappel:

This Mohawk Saint: Catherine Tekakwitha and the Jesuits tend to be reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Mohawk Saint: Catherine Tekakwitha and the Jesuits
can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
you actually with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Mohawk Saint: Catherine Tekakwitha and the Jesuits forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Elizabeth Ramsey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Mohawk Saint: Catherine
Tekakwitha and the Jesuits guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Mohawk Saint:
Catherine Tekakwitha and the Jesuits as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense
to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.
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