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An acclaimed historian sleuths out literature’s most famous vampire, uncovering the source material –
from folklore and history, to personas including Oscar Wilde and Walt Whitman – behind Bram
Stoker’s bloody creation.

In more than a century of vampires in pop culture, only one lord of the night truly stands out: Dracula.
Though the name may conjure up images of Bela Lugosi lurking about in a cape and white pancake makeup
in the iconic 1931 film, the character of Dracula—a powerful, evil Transylvanian aristocrat who slaughters
repressed Victorians on a trip to London—was created in Bram Stoker’s 1897 novel of the same name, a
work so popular it has spawned limitless reinventions in books and film.

But where did literature’s undead icon come from? What sources inspired Stoker to craft a monster who
would continue to haunt our dreams (and desires) for generations? Historian Jim Steinmeyer, who revealed
the men behind the myths in The Last Greatest Magician in the World, explores a question that has long
fascinated literary scholars and the reading public alike: Was there a real-life inspiration for Stoker’s Count
Dracula?

Hunting through archives and letters, literary and theatrical history, and the relationships and events that
gave shape to Stoker’s life, Steinmeyer reveals the people and stories behind the Transylvanian legend. In so
doing, he shows how Stoker drew on material from the careers of literary contemporaries Walt Whitman and
Oscar Wilde; reviled personas such as Jack the Ripper and the infamous fifteenth-century prince Vlad Tepes,
as well as little-known but significant figures, including Stoker’s onetime boss, British stage star Henry
Irving, and Theodore Roosevelt’s uncle, Robert Roosevelt (thought to be a model for Van Helsing).

Along the way, Steinmeyer depicts Stoker’s life in Dublin and London, his development as a writer,
involvement with London’s vibrant theater scene, and creation of one of horror’s greatest masterpieces.
Combining historical detective work with literary research, Steinmeyer’s eagle eye provides an enthralling
tour through Victorian culture and the extraordinary literary monster it produced.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Steadman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Who Was Dracula?: Bram Stoker's Trail of Blood. Try to make book
Who Was Dracula?: Bram Stoker's Trail of Blood as your close friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Louise Hacker:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Who Was Dracula?: Bram Stoker's Trail of Blood. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort
of book Who Was Dracula?: Bram Stoker's Trail of Blood. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Terri Brown:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Who
Was Dracula?: Bram Stoker's Trail of Blood.

Robert Higby:

The guide with title Who Was Dracula?: Bram Stoker's Trail of Blood posesses a lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u
to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.
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