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One of our greatest historians offers a surprising new view of the greatest historian of the nineteenth century,
Henry Adams.

Wills showcases Henry Adams's little-known but seminal study of the early United States and elicits from it
fresh insights on the paradoxes that roil America to this day. Adams drew on his own southern fixation, his
extensive foreign travel, his political service in Lincoln's White House, and much more to invent the study of
history as we know it. His nine-volume chronicle of America from 1800 to 1816 established new standards
for employing archival sources, firsthand reportage, eyewitness accounts, and other techniques that have
become the essence of modern history.
Adams's innovations went beyond the technical; he posited an essentially ironic view of the legacy of
Jefferson and Madison. As is well known, they strove to shield the young country from "foreign
entanglements," a standing army, a central bank, and a federal bureaucracy, among other hallmarks of "big
government." Yet by the end of their tenures they had permanently entrenched all of these things in
American society. This is the "American paradox" that defines us today: the idealized desire for isolation and
political simplicity battling against the inexorable growth and intermingling of political, economic, and
military forces. As Wills compellingly shows, the ironies spawned two centuries ago still inhabit our foreign
policy and the widening schisms over economic and social policy.
Ambitious in scope, nuanced in detail and argument, Henry Adams and the Making of America throws
brilliant light on how history is made -- in both senses of the term.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Chambers:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Henry Adams and the Making of America.

Jaime Worm:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Henry Adams and the Making of America will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Arlie Carrillo:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Henry Adams and the Making of
America. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Sandra Conaway:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Henry Adams and the Making
of America to read.
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