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From French Physiocrat theories of the blood-like circulation of wealth to Adam Smith's "invisible hand" of
the market, the body has played a crucial role in Western perceptions of the economic. In Renaissance
culture, however, the dominant bodily metaphors for national wealth and economy were derived from the
relatively new language of infectious disease. Whereas traditional Galenic medicine had understood illness
as a state of imbalance within the body, early modern writers increasingly reimagined disease as an invasive
foreign agent. The rapid rise of global trade in the sixteenth century, and the resulting migrations of people,
money, and commodities across national borders, contributed to this growing pathologization of the foreign;
conversely, the new trade-inflected vocabularies of disease helped writers to represent the contours of
national and global economies.

Grounded in scrupulous analyses of cultural and economic history, Sick Economies: Drama, Mercantilism,
and Disease in Shakespeare's England teases out the double helix of the pathological and the economic in
two seemingly disparate spheres of early modern textual production: drama and mercantilist writing. Of
particular interest to this study are the ways English playwrights, such as Shakespeare, Jonson, Heywood,
Massinger, and Middleton, and mercantilists, such as Malynes, Milles, Misselden, and Mun, rooted their
conceptions of national economy in the language of disease. Some of these diseases—syphilis, taint, canker,
plague, hepatitis—have subsequently lost their economic connotations; others—most notably
consumption—remain integral to the modern economic lexicon but have by and large shed their pathological
senses.

Breaking new ground by analyzing English mercantilism primarily as a discursive rather than an ideological
or economic system, Sick Economies provides a compelling history of how, even in our own time, defenses
of transnational economy have paradoxically pathologized the foreign. In the process, Jonathan Gil Harris
argues that what we now regard as the discrete sphere of the economic cannot be disentangled from
seemingly unrelated domains of Renaissance culture, especially medicine and the theater.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Thompson:

This Sick Economies: Drama, Mercantilism, and Disease in Shakespeare's England book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. That Sick Economies: Drama, Mercantilism, and Disease in
Shakespeare's England without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't be worry Sick Economies: Drama, Mercantilism, and Disease in Shakespeare's England
can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can
have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Sick Economies: Drama, Mercantilism, and Disease in
Shakespeare's England having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Arthur Ramires:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Sick
Economies: Drama, Mercantilism, and Disease in Shakespeare's England suitable to you? The book was
written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Sick Economies: Drama, Mercantilism, and
Disease in Shakespeare's Englandis one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So
you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Ann McLemore:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Sick Economies: Drama, Mercantilism, and Disease in Shakespeare's England, you can tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a e-book.

Pearl Minjares:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes



looking at, not only science book but novel and Sick Economies: Drama, Mercantilism, and Disease in
Shakespeare's England or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Sick Economies: Drama, Mercantilism, and Disease in
Shakespeare's England to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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