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On January 7 1943, the German Government, in order to free adult soldiers for frontline duty, ordered that all
male students of secondary schools born in 1926 and 1927 be drafted into anti-air craft service in the
homeland. Students were to arrive in batteries on February 18 1943.

After serving from one year (those born in 1926) to thirteen months (those born in 1927), the boys were
transferred into the Reich Labor Service and from there into the armed forces. They were replaced by boys
born in 1928 who served to the end of the war. About 200,000 boys became Flakhelfer. Most were called up
at sixteen, but many, like the author, Karl Heinz Schlesier, were only fifteen. The boys served in batteries of
light and heavy flak. Although the government insisted school programs continue for Flakhelfer, the effort
was a sham, especially where heavy bombing occurred.

Schlesier, a student of Rethel Gymnasium in Düsseldorf, served as Flakhelfer in the regions that suffered the
most numerous and heaviest air raids of the war in the Rhineland (Düsseldorf) and the Ruhr
(Recklinghausen). His is a coming of age story in a world gone mad, where a teenage boy launched shrapnel
into a sky filled with bombers, where Christmas-tree-like flares marked cities about to burn, where working
beside Russian POWs, protecting industries with slave labor, courting a girl among bombed-out ruins, and
spending leave with family hiding in claustrophobic bomb shelters was unremarkable, as was finally being
thrown, unprepared, into a disintegrating frontline only fifty kilometers from his childhood home.

The memoir is based solely on Schlesier's diary notes and memories of that period. He has consciously
avoided including what he learned after the war. His views, opinions, and interpretations of events are from
inside the Germany of that time. If some are inconvenient today, they mirror the chaos of the world he
experienced. Then, to live or not to live was accidental.

Schlesier wrote this memoir as an old man in response to a granddaughter's question about what he did in the
war. This is his answer. Perhaps, he also gives a voice to the silent generation of boys born in Germany in
1926 and 1927. This generation has been silent because the horror it knew pales in comparison to the horror
of the Holocaust.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Zoeller:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Flakhelfer to Grenadier:
Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Homer Anderson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Flakhelfer to Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy Soldier,
1943-1945 ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Flakhelfer to Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy
Soldier, 1943-1945 is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
using the book Flakhelfer to Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945. You never truly feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Debra Riggs:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Flakhelfer to Grenadier:
Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945 book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Shawn Clay:

Exactly why? Because this Flakhelfer to Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.
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