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Social welfare, increasingly extensive during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, was by the first third
of the nineteenth under considerable, and growing, pressure, during a "crisis" period when levels of poverty
soared. This book examines the poor and their families during these final decades of the old Poor Law. It
takes as a case study the lived experience of poor families in two Bedfordshire communities, Campton and
Shefford, and contrasts it with the perspectives of other participants in parish politics, from the magistracy to
the vestry, and from overseers to village ratepayers. It explores the problem of rising unemployment, the
provision of parish make-work schemes, charitable provision and the wider makeshift economy, together
with the attitudes of the ratepayers. That gender and life-cycle were crucial features of poverty is
demonstrated: the lone mother and her dependent children and the elderly dominated the relief rolls. Poor
relief might have been relatively generous but it was not pervasive - child allowances, in particular, were
restricted in duration and value - and it by no means approximated to the income of other labouring families.
Poor families must either have had access to additional resources, or led meagre lives. Samantha Williams is
a university lecturer in local and regional history at the Institute of Continuing Education, Cambridge, and a
Bye-Fellow in History, Girton College, Cambridge.
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From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Poverty, Gender and Life-Cycle under the English Poor
Law, 1760-1834 (Royal Historical Society Studies in History New Series). You can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Poverty, Gender and Life-Cycle
under the English Poor Law, 1760-1834 (Royal Historical Society Studies in History New Series). You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Geraldine Bagley:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Poverty, Gender and Life-Cycle under the English
Poor Law, 1760-1834 (Royal Historical Society Studies in History New Series) will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Isaiah Owen:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Poverty, Gender and Life-
Cycle under the English Poor Law, 1760-1834 (Royal Historical Society Studies in History New Series). All
type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Donald Shelton:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Poverty, Gender and Life-Cycle under the English Poor Law, 1760-1834 (Royal Historical Society Studies in
History New Series). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about
book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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