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In his bestselling book The Grapevine: A Report on the Secret World of the Lesbian (1965), Jess Stearn
announced that, contrary to the assumptions of many Americans, most lesbians appeared indistinguishable
from other women. They could mingle “congenially in conventional society.” Some were popular sex
symbols; some were married to unsuspecting husbands. Robert J. Corber contends that The Grapevine
exemplified a homophobic Cold War discourse that portrayed the femme as an invisible threat to the nation.
Underlying this panic was the widespread fear that college-educated women would reject marriage and
motherhood as aspirations, weakening the American family and compromising the nation’s ability to defeat
totalitarianism. Corber argues that Cold War homophobia transformed ideas about lesbianism in the United
States. In the early twentieth century, homophobic discourse had focused on gender identity: the lesbian was
a masculine woman. During the Cold War, the lesbian was reconceived as a woman attracted to other
women. Corber develops his argument by analyzing representations of lesbianism in Hollywood movies of
the 1950s and 1960s, and in the careers of some of the era’s biggest female stars. He examines treatments of
the femme in All About Eve, The Children’s Hour, and Marnie, and he explores the impact of Cold War
homophobia on the careers of Joan Crawford, Bette Davis, and Doris Day.
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From reader reviews:

Hans Diaz:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Cold War Femme: Lesbianism, National Identity, and
Hollywood Cinema. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important a book Cold War Femme: Lesbianism, National Identity, and Hollywood Cinema. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's go through.

April Hannah:

The publication with title Cold War Femme: Lesbianism, National Identity, and Hollywood Cinema has a lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Jackie Armstrong:

This Cold War Femme: Lesbianism, National Identity, and Hollywood Cinema is great book for you because
the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can state no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Cold War Femme: Lesbianism, National Identity, and Hollywood Cinema in your hand
like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer
you world within ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Ora Orozco:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the Cold War Femme: Lesbianism, National Identity, and Hollywood Cinema when you



desired it?
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