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Detecting Women: Gender and the Hollywood Detective Film Philippa Gates
Ambitious and comprehensive history of the female detective in Hollywood film from 1929 to 2009.

In this extensive and authoritative study of more than three hundred films, Philippa Gates explores the
“woman detective” figure from her pre-cinematic origins in nineteenth-century detective fiction through her
many incarnations throughout the history of Hollywood cinema. Through the lens of theories of gender,
genre, and stardom and engaging with the critical concepts of performativity, masquerade, and feminism,
Detecting Women analyzes constructions of the female investigator in the detective genre and focuses on the
evolution of her representation from 1929 to today. While a popular assumption is that images of women
have become increasingly positive over this period, Gates argues that the most progressive and feminist
models of the female detective exist in mainstream film’s more peripheral products, such as 1930s B pictures
and 1970s blaxploitation films. Offering revisions and new insights into peripheral forms of mainstream
film, Gates explores this space that allows a fantasy of resolution of social anxieties about crime and, more
interestingly, gender, in the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. The author’s innovative, engaging,
and capacious approach to this important figure within feminist film history breaks new ground in the fields
of gender and film studies.

“An apt follow-up to Gates’ Detecting Men … this book is breezy, informal, and yet immaculately
researched.” — CHOICE

“Detecting Women is an extensive and authoritative, ambitious and comprehensive history of the female
detective in Hollywood film from 1929 to 2009. Gates brings to light the sheer number of female detectives
that have been overlooked in previous studies of the genre, especially those of the 1930s and 40s. Her
innovative, engaging, and capacious approach to the female detective within feminist film history breaks
new ground in the fields of gender and film studies.” — SirReadaLot.org

“This imaginative and entertaining study of the ‘woman detective’ film makes a huge contribution by giving
extensive treatment to the female detectives in B movies and to the many investigating women characters in
films not usually considered detective films. It will have great appeal for scholars, film buffs, and mystery
fans.” — Linda Mizejewski, author of Hardboiled and High Heeled: The Woman Detective in Popular
Culture
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Williams:

The book Detecting Women: Gender and the Hollywood Detective Film make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book
Detecting Women: Gender and the Hollywood Detective Film to be your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open up and read a guide Detecting Women: Gender and the
Hollywood Detective Film. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Charlotte Ramsey:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it
is known to us that book is very important usually. The book Detecting Women: Gender and the Hollywood
Detective Film has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Detecting Women: Gender and the Hollywood
Detective Film is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book
Detecting Women: Gender and the Hollywood Detective Film. You never truly feel lose out for everything
in the event you read some books.

Virginia Dunn:

Typically the book Detecting Women: Gender and the Hollywood Detective Film will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Detecting Women: Gender and the Hollywood Detective
Film is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

James Rouse:

The reason? Because this Detecting Women: Gender and the Hollywood Detective Film is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.
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