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This eloquent and spirited memoir of a young Jewish girl’s coming of age in Nazi-occupied France recounts
her own family’s difficult and brave survival and portrays as well the love and quiet heroism of her rescuers.
A powerful central figure is Madame Marie Chotel, the Catholic concierge and seamstress who hides seven-
year-old Odette and her mother in her broom closet while police search, who secures the child’s safe haven
in a distant province, and who is cherished by Odette, even in absentia, as her godmother and mentor.

The story unfolds as a drama of many parts, told in a lyrical prose rich with flashes of humor and a startling
perceptivity that takes nothing for granted. Odette is hidden during the occupation, a secret Jew in a remote
and conservative Catholic village. Absorbed in the village’s life, she becomes a fervent Catholic child. When
she returns to Paris, she struggles over her Jewish identity and religion and her fierce nostalgia for the wild
countryside, but she accepts again the secular Judaism of her working-class intellectual parents, immigrants
from Poland who survived the war (though many relatives did not), her father as a French Army prisoner of
war, her mother as a member of the Resistance. And she again finds Madame Marie, who tells her, simply, to
look in her heart. “The world can be confusing, maddening, and a whole city, a whole country can vanish
from one’s life but as long as Madame Marie sits at her sewing machine, everything can be made right
again.”

The story does not close with the war’s end and the departure of fourteen-year-old Odette and her parents for
America. It continues with her search, many years later, for Madame Marie, and with the inscription of the
name of Marie Chotel on the Wall of Righteous Gentiles at the Holocaust Memorial in Washington, D.C.
This memoir is extraordinary not only for its broad historic sensibility but for its fascinating portrait of
wartime France from the unusual perspective of a Jew whose life was permitted to go on.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Marshall:

This Doors to Madame Marie (McLellan Endowed Series) book is not really ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This Doors to Madame Marie (McLellan Endowed Series) without we know teach the one who
examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Doors to Madame Marie (McLellan
Endowed Series) can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Doors to Madame Marie (McLellan
Endowed Series) having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Lindsey Putman:

This book untitled Doors to Madame Marie (McLellan Endowed Series) to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Kathleen Duff:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a e-book. The book Doors to Madame Marie (McLellan Endowed Series) it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Rachel Morris:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Doors to Madame Marie (McLellan
Endowed Series) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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