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He was, in the minds of many, the man responsible for the catastrophe that engulfed Europe in 1914.

Kaiser Wilhelm II, the cold, brutal ruler who represented the pride and swagger of Imperial Germany, and
must take the bulk of the responsibility for the First World War.

But who was the real man behind the image?

Although his caricature is firmly etched on the mind, the Kaiser remains an elusive figure. Alan Palmer has
set out to tell the story of the extraordinary life of this temperamentally insecure man who was outwardly so
full of swagger and bombast -the epitome of the new, self-confident Germany.

Born in a Prussia that was the supreme militaristic society of the post-Napoleonic era and accustomed from
his earliest days to all the trappings and sounds of soldiery, Wilhelm was obsessed through-out his
adolescence by the need to appear every inch a soldier.

Alan Palmer has examined the Anglo-German background to Wilhelm's life and reign and he emphasizes his
changing attitudes towards Britain - a country he both admired and resented. In particular he has thrown new
light on the clash of imperial-isms in the 1890s, the Kaiser's visit to England in 1907 and on the attitude of
the British government in the 1930s towards the exiled monarch.

'The Kaiser' is the definitive biography of one of the crucial figures of early 20th-century history, and
essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the era he dominated.

Praise for Alan Palmer:

‘Mr Palmer is one of those rare historians who can unravel and enliven the motivations of diplomacy.' NEW
STATESMAN

'This biography is in the classic tradition, a pleasure to read and unlikely to be replaced for many years.'
Philip Ziegler, THE TIMES

'As may confidently be expected of so experienced an author's work, this is a lucid, scholarly study, tackling
with skill the narration of a biography which is tangled with detail, true and false, because it is the story of a
master of dissimulation and intrigue.' DAILY TELEGRAPH

'Mr Palmer, who has established a deservedly high reputation as a biographer with his studies of Metternich
and Tsar Alexander I, here adds worthily to his oeuvre. He develops a new depth for English readers in
Bismarck's personal and domestic life.' THE ECONOMIST

Alan Palmer was head of the History Department at Highgate School from 1953 to 1969 when he gave up his
post to concentrate on historical writing and research. His many books include ‘Metternich: Councillor of
Europe’; ‘Alexander I: Tsar of War’ and ‘Bismarck’.
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From reader reviews:

James Miguel:

The Kaiser: War Lord of the Second Reich can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Kaiser:
War Lord of the Second Reich but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Gerald Wright:

This The Kaiser: War Lord of the Second Reich is great publication for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having The Kaiser: War Lord of the Second Reich in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it
is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this e-
book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Marlene Tiggs:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us
novel, comics, along with soon. The The Kaiser: War Lord of the Second Reich provide you with a new
experience in studying a book.

Jason Howell:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in
the top list in your reading list is actually The Kaiser: War Lord of the Second Reich. This book which can
be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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