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For much of history and across most of the world, being born out of wedlock—a love child, a bastard—was a serious
impediment to success. lllegitimate offspring were subject to neglect, abandonment, disinheritance, and social exclusion,
and often found the usual routes to education, wealth, and status blocked. Surmounting these obstacles required
tremendous fortitude and persistence.

Great Bastards of History brings together the captivating and stirring stories of fifteen remarkable and influential people
who overcame the disadvantages of illegitimate birth to rise to positions of power. As well as providing insights into the
personalities of many world-changing figures, it highlights the extraordinary courage, drive, and resolve that ordinary
individuals can summon when faced with extreme adversity. Among its subjects are powerful political players including
Alexander Hamilton, the abandoned son who became a founding father of the United States, and cultural figureheads
such as Leonardo da Vinci, who, despite being denied entrance to trade guilds and universities, was proclaimed one of
the greatest men of his day in courts throughout Europe. Equally affecting are some of the less well-known but no less
fascinating figures, such as James Smithson, the disinherited son of an English duke, whose bequest to a country he
never visited founded the largest museum in the world, the Smithsonian Institution.

Deftly blending biography and history, political intrigue, melodrama, and psychological analysis, this is a collection that
will uplift, entertain, and inform, while yielding fresh perspectives on some of the most significant events from our past.
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From reader reviews:
Raquel Black:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Great Bastards of History will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Melvin Dove;

This Great Bastards of History book isjust not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get datawhich is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. This specific
Great Bastards of History without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in considering
and analyzing. Don't become worry Great Bastards of History can bring when you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This
Great Bastards of History having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Larry Morris:

People livein this new time of lifestyle dways make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will
get lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely Great Bastards of History.

Victor Hubbard:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with buddiesis thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
aready been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Great Bastards of History, you may enjoy both.
It isvery good combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can occur its
mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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