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In Making and Unmaking Nations, Scott Straus seeks to explain why and how genocide takes place?and,
perhaps more important, how it has been avoided in places where it may have seemed likely or even
inevitable. To solve that puzzle, he examines postcolonial Africa, analyzing countries in which genocide
occurred and where it could have but did not. Why have there not been other Rwandas? Straus finds that
deep-rooted ideologies?how leaders make their nations?shape strategies of violence and are central to what
leads to or away from genocide. Other critical factors include the dynamics of war, the role of restraint, and
the interaction between national and local actors in the staging of campaigns of large-scale violence.

Grounded in Straus's extensive fieldwork in contemporary Africa, the study of major twentieth-century cases
of genocide, and the literature on genocide and political violence, Making and Unmaking Nations centers on
cogent analyses of three nongenocide cases (Côte d'Ivoire, Mali, and Senegal) and two in which genocide
took place (Rwanda and Sudan). Straus’s empirical analysis is based in part on an original database of
presidential speeches from 1960 to 2005. The book also includes a broad-gauge analysis of all major cases of
large-scale violence in Africa since decolonization. Straus’s insights into the causes of genocide will inform
the study of political violence as well as giving policymakers and nongovernmental organizations valuable
tools for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Jennie Miller:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Making and Unmaking Nations: War,
Leadership, and Genocide in Modern Africa.

Robert Younger:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Making and Unmaking Nations: War, Leadership, and
Genocide in Modern Africa. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important some sort of book Making and Unmaking Nations: War, Leadership, and Genocide
in Modern Africa. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open
a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's study.

Roy Hanson:

The book Making and Unmaking Nations: War, Leadership, and Genocide in Modern Africa has a lot info
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Christopher Rangel:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Making and Unmaking Nations: War, Leadership, and Genocide in
Modern Africa why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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