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Avant-garde films are often dismissed as obscure or disconnected from the realities of social and political
history. Jeffrey Skoller challenges this myth, arguing that avant-garde films more accurately display the
complex interplay between past events and our experience of the present than conventional documentaries
and historical films. Shadows, Specters, Shards examines a group of experimental films, including work by
Eleanor Antin, Ernie Gehr, and Jean-Luc Godard, that take up historical events such as the Holocaust, Latin
American independence struggles, and urban politics. Identifying a cinema of evocation rather than
representation, these films call attention to the unrepresentable aspects of history that profoundly impact the
experience of everyday life. Making use of the critical theories of Walter Benjamin and Gilles Deleuze,
among others, Skoller analyzes various narrative strategies - allegory, sideshadowing, testimony, and
multiple temporalities - that uncover competing perspectives and gaps in historical knowledge often ignored
in conventional film. In his discussion of avant-garde film of the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s, Skoller reveals
how a nuanced understanding of the past is inextricably linked to the artistry of image making and
storytelling.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

The book Shadows, Specters, Shards: Making History in Avant-Garde Film can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Shadows, Specters,
Shards: Making History in Avant-Garde Film? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Shadows, Specters, Shards: Making History in Avant-Garde Film has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Dorothy Whisler:

The particular book Shadows, Specters, Shards: Making History in Avant-Garde Film has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after scanning this book.

Tony Jacobson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Shadows, Specters, Shards: Making History in
Avant-Garde Film, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Lauren Zavala:

You can get this Shadows, Specters, Shards: Making History in Avant-Garde Film by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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