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The period following Mexico's war with the United States in 1847 was characterized by violent conflicts, as
liberal and conservative factions battled for control of the national government. The civil strife was
particularly bloody in south central Mexico, including the southern state of Oaxaca. In Sons of the Sierra,
Patrick McNamara explores events in the Oaxaca district of Ixtlan, where Zapotec Indians supported the
liberal cause and sought to exercise influence over statewide and national politics.

Two Mexican presidents had direct ties to Ixtlan district: Benito Juarez, who served as Mexico's liberal
president from 1858 to 1872, was born in the district, and Porfirio Diaz, president from 1876 to 1911, had led
a National Guard battalion made up of Zapotec soldiers throughout the years of civil war. Paying close
attention to the Zapotec people as they achieved greater influence, McNamara examines the political culture
of Diaz's presidency and explores how Diaz, who became increasingly dictatorial over the course of his time
in office, managed to stay in power for thirty-five years. McNamara reveals the weight of memory and
storytelling as Ixtlan veterans and their families reminded government officials of their ties to both Juarez
and Diaz. While Juarez remained a hero in their minds, Diaz came to represent the arrogance of Mexico City
and the illegitimacy of the "Porfiriato" that ended with the 1910 revolution.
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From reader reviews:

George Carter:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Sons of the Sierra:
Juárez, Díaz, and the People of Ixtlán, Oaxaca, 1855-1920 suitable to you? The actual book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Sons of the Sierra: Juárez, Díaz, and the People of Ixtlán,
Oaxaca, 1855-1920is the one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now.
To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Bill Flores:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Sons of the Sierra: Juárez, Díaz, and the People of Ixtlán, Oaxaca, 1855-1920, you can tells
your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a e-book.

Debra Ruff:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Sons of the Sierra: Juárez, Díaz,
and the People of Ixtlán, Oaxaca, 1855-1920 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much
better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
as your good habit, it is possible to pick Sons of the Sierra: Juárez, Díaz, and the People of Ixtlán, Oaxaca,
1855-1920 become your own personal starter.

Joseph Carter:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Sons of the Sierra: Juárez, Díaz, and the



People of Ixtlán, Oaxaca, 1855-1920 which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.
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