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''Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way renewed my belief that it is possible to write authentic
narratives about urban schools.... I plan to make this book required reading for my teacher education
students...''
--From the Foreword by Carl A. Grant, University of Wisconsin, Madison

''Once I began reading, I couldn't put it down. The power here is in the details. It s a marvelous, important
book and is badly needed at a moment when the values it upholds are under an unrelenting assault from
forces of reactionary ignorance.''
--Jonathan Kozol, author of Amazing Grace.

''In a time of ever more testing and standardization, Brian Schultz demonstrates in powerful ways what the
critically democratic alternative looks like. Anyone who wants to make a difference in urban education needs
to read this book.''
--Michael W. Apple, author of Educating the ''Right'' Way

''An amazing tale of incredible fifth-grade citizen activists that reveals what education in America's inner
cities could and should be.''
--Jeannie Oakes, Presidential Professor in Education Equity, UCLA

''The lessons about curriculum and teaching are powerful and the story is absolutely inspiring.''
--James A. Beane, author of A Reason to Teach: Creating Classrooms of Dignity and Hope

''Carr Community Academy is a crumbling elementary school in Chicago next to one of the largest and most
perilous public housing projects-Cabrini Green. It also is the location of one of the more spectacular fifth-
grade classes in the country.''
--Ralph Nader, consumer advocate, author, and founder, Public Citizen research group

''This fifth-grade class illustrates some important lessons about America: The neglect of the inner-city poor,
the virtues of creative public service, of teaching to educate-not just to pass a test-and of perseverance.''
--Robert Siegel, All Things Considered, National Public Radio

''When city kids are thought to be nothing more than a tangle of pathologies and deficits who must be 'saved'
by crusading, missionary teachers the result is always some form of colonization. In this extraordinary book,
Brian Schultz, a courageous teacher writing here with clarity and passion, performs a radical reversal and
provides an alternative.''
--William Ayers, Distinguished Professor of Education, University of Illinois at Chicago, and author of To
Teach

''Through their compelling school improvement efforts, Schultz and his fifth graders clearly counter the
colonizing policy that says only the privileged can be educated through freedom to pursue personal interests
and collective commitments.''



--William H. Schubert, University Scholar, University of Illinois at Chicago

What happens when a teacher resists the pressures of ''teaching to the test'' and creates a curriculum based on
student needs, wants, and desires? Brian Schultz did just that when he challenged his students from a housing
project in Chicago to name a problem in their community that they wanted to solve. When the students
unanimously focus on replacing their dilapidated school building, an unforgettable journey is put into
motion. As his students examine the conditions of their blighted school and research the deeper causes of
decay, they set off on a mission of remedy and repair. It is finally their own questions and activities that
power their profound self-transformations. This moving story is a tribute to what determined teachers are
able to achieve in the current stifling environment of high-stakes testing and standardization. Anyone who
has faith in creativity, commitment, and the deep potential of inner-city children and youth will want to read
this book.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

Within other case, little people like to read book Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way: Lessons from
an Urban Classroom (Teaching for Social Justice). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Spectacular Things Happen Along
the Way: Lessons from an Urban Classroom (Teaching for Social Justice). You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Phyllis Richards:

The reason why? Because this Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way: Lessons from an Urban
Classroom (Teaching for Social Justice) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author
who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Deana Broom:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way: Lessons from an Urban Classroom (Teaching for Social
Justice) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious
for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one
form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Spectacular Things Happen Along
the Way: Lessons from an Urban Classroom (Teaching for Social Justice) giving you one more experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So
now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Andrew Joy:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way:
Lessons from an Urban Classroom (Teaching for Social Justice) to make your own reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose



straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially.
It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the book Spectacular Things
Happen Along the Way: Lessons from an Urban Classroom (Teaching for Social Justice) can to be your
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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