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A masterful survey of the origins, development, nature, and decline of the trade in African men, women, and
children, drawing heavily on original sources. Thomas (Conquest: Montezuma, CortÇs and the Fall of Old
Mexico, 1994, etc.) argues that, while the practice of slavery was widespread in Europe even during the
Middle Ages, it was the Portuguese, as their explorers began to establish trade in Africa in the 1440s, who
turned an intermittent habit into a large and sophisticated business. Most other seafaring European nations- -
including the Spanish, English, and Dutch--soon followed. Drawing heavily on journals, state documents,
business ledgers, and memoirs, Thomas is able to trace in astonishing detail how the business was run, who
financed it, and what their profits were, and to explain the complex and profitable interactions of merchants
and governments in the trade. Because Thomas is so thorough, there are numbers of surprises here, including
the details of the longstanding collaboration of some African rulers with the slave trade. It's also startling to
discover that, according to Thomas, approximately one in every ten slave ships experienced a slave
rebellion--and that a few were even successful. The sailors in the trade, Thomas notes, were treated horribly
themselves: The mortality rate of Dutch crews, for instance, hovered at about 18 percent, while on average
about 12 percent of the Africans being transported died at sea. While this is primarily an economic and
political history, Thomas does not slight the suffering of the slaves, nor the widespread corrupting effect of
the trade on the nations involved in it. He concludes with a vivid history of the long struggle of the
abolitionists, beginning in the 18th century, to make the trade illegal. Grim but consistently gripping history,
told with clarity and a meticulous attention to detail, this is likely to become the standard reference on the
economics of the slave trade.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Kelly:

In other case, little folks like to read book THE SLAVE TRADE: The Story of the Atlantic Slave Trade
1440-1870. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book THE SLAVE TRADE: The Story of the Atlantic Slave Trade 1440-1870. You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Kathleen Bonds:

Why? Because this THE SLAVE TRADE: The Story of the Atlantic Slave Trade 1440-1870 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Donald Benson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book THE SLAVE TRADE: The Story of the Atlantic
Slave Trade 1440-1870 was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book THE SLAVE
TRADE: The Story of the Atlantic Slave Trade 1440-1870 has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Salina Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra THE SLAVE TRADE: The Story of the
Atlantic Slave Trade 1440-1870.
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