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This is the first history of the revolutions that toppled communism in Europe to look behind the scenes at the
grassroots movements that made those revolutions happen. It looks for answers not in the salons of power
brokers and famed intellectuals, not in decrepit economies--but in the whirlwind of activity that stirred so
crucially, unstoppably, on the street. Melding his experience in Solidarity-era Poland with the sensibility of a
historian, Padraic Kenney takes us into the hearts and minds of those revolutionaries across much of Central
Europe who have since faded namelessly back into everyday life. This is a riveting story of musicians,
artists, and guerrilla theater collectives subverting traditions and state power; a story of youthful social
movements emerging in the 1980s in Poland, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and parts of
Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union.

Kenney argues that these movements were active well before glasnost. Some protested military or
environmental policy. Others sought to revive national traditions or to help those at the margins of society.
Many crossed forbidden borders to meet their counterparts in neighboring countries. They all conquered fear
and apathy to bring people out into the streets. The result was a revolution unlike any other before:
nonviolent, exuberant, even light-hearted, but also with a relentless political focus--a revolution that leapt
from country to country in the exciting events of 1988 and 1989.

A Carnival of Revolution resounds with the atmosphere of those turbulent years: the daring of new
movements, the unpredictability of street demonstrations, and the hopes and regrets of the young
participants. A vivid photo-essay complements engaging prose to fully capture the drama. Based on over two
hundred interviews in twelve countries, and drawing on samizdat and other writings in six languages, this is
among the most insightful and compelling accounts ever published of the historical milestone that ushered in
our age.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Frazier:

The book untitled A Carnival of Revolution: Central Europe 1989 contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you
in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available
their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Yvonne Wagner:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like A Carnival
of Revolution: Central Europe 1989 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Michael Kautz:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Carnival of Revolution: Central Europe 1989 can make you
feel more interested to read.

Johnny Relyea:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book A Carnival of Revolution: Central Europe
1989 to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book
and learn it. Beside that the guide A Carnival of Revolution: Central Europe 1989 can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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