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When President Woodrow Wilson ordered approximately 150,000 National Guardsmen to the southern
border in 1916, the United States was on the verge of all-out war with Mexico. The rapid mobilization and
deployment of the Guard forces broke the rapid escal ation of violence, averted immediate war, changed the
environment, and were instrumental in shifting the initiative, tactically and diplomatically, back to the
Americans. Although there was no decisive victory by General John J. Pershing’s punitive expedition deep
inside Mexico and the National Guard struggled to meet the War Department’ s division-level collective
readiness expectations, their ability and commitment to mobilizing quickly resulted in termination of the
conflict on terms favorable to the United States. While reviewing literature on this topic, two common
themes emerged. Thefirst was that few writers have written, in any depth, regarding the operational and
strategic impact of the National Guard's 150,000 soldier deployment to the border. The second is that few
writers attribute the termination of hostilities to that deployment. This paper reviews President Wilson's
actions and misunderstanding of the problem. It also briefly describes how the National Guard (organized
militia) evolved very quickly. And finally it attemptsto cast a different light on the Pershing Punitive
Expedition to illustrate how this action inadvertently incriminated the environment and escal ated tensions to
near al-out war. Amidst war plans which lacked substance for mass mobilization, an extremely short
timeline, toxic rhetoric from preparedness-movement advocates, and confusion about their new role under
the Defense Act of 1916, the citizen soldiers got to the border quickly and changed the dynamics of the
environment. It was not a decisive victory but Wilson understood it was good enough.
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From reader reviews:
Donna Gray:

The book Borderline Failure: National Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917 can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Borderline
Failure: National Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book Borderline Failure: National Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917 has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can search the enormous
world by open up and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Vogd:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Borderline Failure:
National Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917 suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Borderline Failure: National Guard on the Mexican Border,
1916-1917is one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previousto. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand
the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about thisworld now. To
help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Larry Hayes:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you redlize? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, aswell as playing video
games al day long. In order to try to find a new activity that islook different you can read some sort of book.
Itisreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading areserve. The book Borderline Failure: National Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917 it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book provides high quality.

Kerstin Torres:

Don't beworry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Borderline Failure: National Guard on the Mexican Border,
1916-1917 can give you alot of friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they

don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get



success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Borderline Failure: National
Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917.
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