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It is usually held that representative government is not strictly democratic, since it does not allow the people
themselves to directly make decisions. But here, taking as her guide Thomas Paine’s subversive view that
“Athens, by representation, would have surpassed her own democracy,” Nadia Urbinati challenges this
accepted wisdom, arguing that political representation deserves to be regarded as a fully legitimate mode of
democratic decision making—and not just a pragmatic second choice when direct democracy is not possible.
As Urbinati shows, the idea that representation is incompatible with democracy stems from our modern
concept of sovereignty, which identifies politics with a decision maker’s direct physical presence and the
immediate act of the will. She goes on to contend that a democratic theory of representation can and should
go beyond these identifications. Political representation, she demonstrates, is ultimately grounded in a
continuum of influence and power created by political judgment, as well as the way presence through ideas
and speech links society with representative institutions. Deftly integrating the ideas of such thinkers as
Rousseau, Kant, Emmanuel Joseph Sieyès, Paine, and the Marquis de Condorcet with her own, Urbinati
constructs a thought-provoking alternative vision of democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ybarra:

The book Representative Democracy: Principles and Genealogy can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Representative Democracy:
Principles and Genealogy? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Representative Democracy: Principles and Genealogy has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Joyce Morton:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Representative Democracy: Principles and Genealogy book is readable by you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
connected with Representative Democracy: Principles and Genealogy content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in
the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Representative Democracy: Principles and Genealogy is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Vicky Moore:

This Representative Democracy: Principles and Genealogy is brand-new way for you who has interest to
look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Representative
Democracy: Principles and Genealogy can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read
this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Jason Davis:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.



You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the Representative Democracy: Principles and Genealogy when you required it?
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