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A History of the First Black Automobile Manufacturers

The C. R. Patterson and Sons Company conducted business in Greenfield, Ohio, from 1865-1939. Founded
by slave-born Charles Richard Patterson, this company passed through three generations of the Patterson
family. Throughout its history the company transitioned from building carriages, automobiles, trucks, and
then buses, all in order to keep up with the rapidly changing demands and technology of the transportation
industry. When C. R.'s son, Frederick, began producing automobiles in 1915, he became the first and only
black ever known to have built an automobile. This company led many pioneering efforts in providing
vehicles for both horse-drawn and motorized school transportation and was an industry leader in winter
buggy design. The Pattersons tried to find their niche within the transportation industry where they could
remain competitive and achieve continued success. The family was highly involved in other areas as well,
including Freemasonry, politics, and aiding Booker T. Washington in the founding of the National Negro
Business League.

This company and family have a unique history, and a thoroughly detailed account has never been told that
fully documents their story of overcoming adversity and surviving for 74 years in the white dominated
business world. This book provides as many details as possible about the Patterson family from their arrival
in Greenfield in the early 1840s until 1939 when a series of multiple factors, including the Great
Depression, caused the family to finally lock the factory doors and close their unique chapter in history.

This 214 page book includes 37 photographs and illustrations of the Patterson family, factory, and products.
This history of the Pattersons is an adaptation of a Master's thesis and has been peer reviewed for content and
accuracy. Initially written for an academic audience, the text is still readily understood by those of high
school age and above. This book provides a never before seen glimpse into the lives of the Pattersons
through conducting exhaustive research to discover those obscure gems of information that have remained
hidden until now, yet adds so much to the overall story.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Armstrong:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The C. R. Patterson and Sons Company: Black Pioneers in the Vehicle
Building Industry, 1865-1939. Try to make the book The C. R. Patterson and Sons Company: Black Pioneers
in the Vehicle Building Industry, 1865-1939 as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when
you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jimmy Robertson:

The reason? Because this The C. R. Patterson and Sons Company: Black Pioneers in the Vehicle Building
Industry, 1865-1939 is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Leonard Bassett:

This The C. R. Patterson and Sons Company: Black Pioneers in the Vehicle Building Industry, 1865-1939 is
brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of
digest in reading this The C. R. Patterson and Sons Company: Black Pioneers in the Vehicle Building
Industry, 1865-1939 can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life as
well as knowledge.

Fred Swett:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of
book The C. R. Patterson and Sons Company: Black Pioneers in the Vehicle Building Industry, 1865-1939.



You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring
you from one destination to other place.
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