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Set in the Middle Ages during the brief yet glittering rule of the Norman kings, The Ruby in Her Navel is a
tale in which the conflicts of the past portend the present. The novel opens in Palermo, in which Latin and
Greek, Arab and Jew live together in precarious harmony. Thurstan Beauchamp, the Christian son of a
Norman knight, works for Yusuf, a Muslim Arab, in the palace’s central finance office, a job which includes
the management of blackmail and bribes, and the gathering of secret information for the king.
But the peace and prosperity of the kingdom is being threatened, internally as well as externally. Known for
his loyalty but divided between the ideals of chivalry and the harsh political realities of his tumultuous times,
Thurstan is dispatched to uncover the conspiracies brewing against his king. During his journeys, he
encounters the woman he loved as a youth; and the renewed promise of her love, as well as the mysterious
presence of an itinerant dancing girl, sends him on a spiritual odyssey that forces him to question the nature
of his ambition and the folly of uncritical reverence for authority.
With the exquisite prose and masterful narrative drive that have earned him widespread acclaim, Barry
Unsworth transports the reader to a distant past filled with deception and mystery, and whose racial, tribal,
and religious tensions are still with us today.
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From reader reviews:

Erin Marshall:

This book untitled The Ruby in Her Navel: A Novel of Love and Intrigue in the 12th Century to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it via online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Johnny Sutton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Ruby in Her Navel: A Novel of Love and
Intrigue in the 12th Century guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty The Ruby in Her Navel: A Novel of Love and Intrigue in the 12th Century as good book not just
by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so
do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Carol Ton:

Beside that The Ruby in Her Navel: A Novel of Love and Intrigue in the 12th Century in your phone, it may
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live
in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Ruby in Her Navel: A Novel of Love and Intrigue in the
12th Century because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Nichol Colby:

This The Ruby in Her Navel: A Novel of Love and Intrigue in the 12th Century is completely new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in
reading this The Ruby in Her Navel: A Novel of Love and Intrigue in the 12th Century can be the light food
to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be



here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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