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James Madison was the finest democratic theorist that the United States has ever produced. His was the
pivotal philosophical role in framing the Constitution and establishing the principles on which a wholly new
form of government was to be based. Yet this widely informed and profoundly original thinker has been
considered by most scholars to be an intellectual pragmatist who reacted variably and inconsistently to the
changing circumstances of the Revolution and the Confederation. Lance Banning's powerful and persuasive
reexamination of Madison's thought at the critical early and central stages of his career now changes that
presumption, and provides a new base from which thinking about Madison and the Founding must start. The
Sacred Fire of Liberty follows Madison from his appearance on the national stage (in Congress in 1780)
through the end of 1792. By the end of this period, he had achieved his mature understanding of the
Constitution, and his collision with many of the other Federalists of 1788 had made him a leader of the
opposition to the administration of George Washington. Banning convinces the reader, through his
meticulous research and deeply contextualized presentation of the shifting issues of the period, that Madison
indeed held to consistent principles: he was at once a more committed democrat and a less eager nationalist
than usually has been thought. The thinking that had underpinned his actions at the great convention, his
numbers of The Federalist, and the supposed reversal of positions represented by his joining with Thomas
Jefferson to form the first Republican party had firmed by 1792 into the understandings that would guide the
rest of his career.
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Wegener:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Sacred Fire of Liberty: James
Madison and the Founding of the Federal Republic that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick The Sacred Fire of
Liberty: James Madison and the Founding of the Federal Republic become your own starter.

Tammy Robinson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Sacred Fire of
Liberty: James Madison and the Founding of the Federal Republic which is obtaining the e-book version. So
, why not try out this book? Let's see.

Christopher Arnold:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Sacred Fire of Liberty:
James Madison and the Founding of the Federal Republic can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Raymond Augustus:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By book The
Sacred Fire of Liberty: James Madison and the Founding of the Federal Republic we can get more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this
book The Sacred Fire of Liberty: James Madison and the Founding of the Federal Republic. You can more
appealing than now.
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