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Karl Philipp Moritz (d. 1793) was one of the most innovative writers of the late Enlightenment in Germany.
A novelist, travel writer, editor, and teacher he is probably best known today for his autobiographical novel
Anton Reiser (1785–90) and for his treatises on aesthetics, foremost among them Über die bildende
Nachahmung des Schönen (On the Formative Imitation of the Beautiful), published in 1788. In this treatise,
Moritz develops the concept of aesthetic autonomy, which became widely known after Goethe included a
lengthy excerpt of it in his own Italian Journey (1816–17). It was one of the foundational texts of Weimar
classicism, and it became pivotal for the development of early Romanticism.

In The Topography of Modernity, Elliott Schreiber gives Moritz the credit he deserves as an important
thinker beyond his contributions to aesthetic theory. Indeed, he sees Moritz as an incisive early observer and
theorist of modernity. Considering a wide range of Moritz's work including his novels, his writings on
mythology, prosody, and pedagogy, and his political philosophy and psychology, Schreiber shows how
Moritz's thinking developed in response to the intellectual climate of the Enlightenment and paved the way
for later social theorists to conceive of modern society as differentiated into multiple, competing value
spheres.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Jorge:

The book The Topography of Modernity: Karl Philipp Moritz and the Space of Autonomy (Signale: Modern
German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book The Topography of Modernity: Karl Philipp
Moritz and the Space of Autonomy (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought)? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Topography of Modernity: Karl
Philipp Moritz and the Space of Autonomy (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) has
simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world
by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Lorenzo:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may
be the reserve untitled The Topography of Modernity: Karl Philipp Moritz and the Space of Autonomy
(Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

Kelly Breedlove:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Topography of
Modernity: Karl Philipp Moritz and the Space of Autonomy (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and
Thought), you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Doris Blair:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Topography of Modernity: Karl
Philipp Moritz and the Space of Autonomy (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) can be



the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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