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The only textbook of its kind, An Introduction to the Languages of the World is designed to introduce
beginning linguistics students, who now typically start their study with little background in languages, to the
variety of the languages of the world. It is ideal for use in courses where students have mastered the basic
principles of linguistics but lack background in the broad range of language phenomena found in the world's
languages, such as vowel harmony and ergative constructions. It offers students an opportunity to explore, at
various levels, structures of very different, highly interesting languages without necessarily possessing a
speaking or reading knowledge of these languages.
Lyovin explains the classification of languages, discussing not only genetic classification but typological and
sociolinguistic classification as well. He follows this with an explication of writing systems. A chapter is
devoted to each of the world's continents, with in-depth analyses of representative languages of Europe,
Asia, Africa, Oceania, and America, and a separate chapter covers pidgins and creoles. Helpful features
include an appendix of nineteen maps, student exercises, and suggestions for further reading.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Yung:

This An Introduction to the Languages of the World book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of An Introduction to the Languages of the World without we know teach the one who looking at it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry An Introduction to the Languages
of the World can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you
can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This An Introduction to the Languages of the World
having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Carol Ratliff:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This An Introduction to the Languages of
the World is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Tiffaney Serna:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this An Introduction to the Languages of the World can make
you truly feel more interested to read.

John Smithers:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book An Introduction to the Languages of the World to
make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and
examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that
the book An Introduction to the Languages of the World can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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