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On the door to William Styron's writing  studio is a quotation from Flaubert:  "Be regular and orderly in your
life so that you may be violent and original in your work." Styron has lived by that injunction,  addressing
major subjects--slavery, the Holocaust, mental illness--with a power that has gripped readers around the
world.

Though reared in the South, Styron spent most of his adult working life in the North. His first book, Lie
Down in Darkness, was a brilliant debut, which inspired him to go abroad for the first time. In Paris, he fell
in with other young American writers and helped found The Paris Review along with George Plimpton and
Peter Matthiessen. Styron spent a year in Rome, married, and returned to the States.

After writing Set This House on Fire, an ambitious novel set in Italy, he began working on The Confessions
of Nat Turner, the moving story of a slave rebellion in Virginia. James Baldwin, who lived in a small house
on Styron's property in Connecticut during this period, became a sounding board, as well as an inspiration,
for the novel. It was also about this time that Styron began lifelong associations with Philip Roth, Arthur
Miller, Carlos Fuentes, Willie Morris, and, in particular, James Jones. Readers will be fascinated by the full
story of Styron's feud with Norman Mailer, an estrangement so severe that each refused to speak to the other
for almost twenty-five years.

Styron's political life has been active, from his presence at the riot-torn l968 Democratic national convention
in Chicago to his controversial long-term opposition to the death penalty.

The Confessions of Nat Turner made Styron famous, but it also brought him under attack. At one point, the
explosive reaction to the novel led Styron to imagine that his wife, Rose, had been abducted.

In Sophie's Choice, Styron turned to another charged subject--the Holocaust--and Auschwitz became the
focus of his life for several years. The result was a novel that added a major tragic figure, Sophie
Zawistowska, to the enduring literature of our time.

In the aftermath of a mental breakdown, Styron produced the unflinchingly candid Darkness Visible, a book
that dramatically altered the nation's negative perception of clinical depression.

James West has studied William Styron's life and career for over twenty years. He has had complete access
not only to Styron's papers, letters, and manuscripts, but also to his friends, and has produced an outstanding
portrait of one of the most controversial and admired authors of his generation.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Owen:

The feeling that you get from William Styron: A Life is a more deep you excavating the information that
hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but William Styron: A Life giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making
it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific William Styron: A Life instantly.

Marla Brinker:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this William Styron: A Life, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Andrew Hulbert:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed. People
is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading guides. It
can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is usually William
Styron: A Life.

Frances Pierce:

You may get this William Styron: A Life by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern
era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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