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In this stimulating book, one of the world's leading scholars of Jewish thought examines the long tradition of
Jewish messianism and mystical experience. Moshe Idel calls upon his profound knowledge of ancient and
medieval texts and of Jewish, Christian, Islamic, and Eastern sources to uncover new perspectives on the
nature and development of Jewish messianism. He shows that, contrary to Gershom Scholem's view that
mysticism and messianism are incompatible religious tendencies, they are in fact closely related spiritual
phenomena. Messianism regularly emerges from mystical experiences, Idel contends. Exploring the interplay
of Jewish messianism and mysticism from the twelfth through the eighteenth centuries, the book looks
closely at pivotal figures and movements, including Abraham Abulafia, Sabbatai Sevi, and hasidism. Idel
discerns three types of messianism-theosophical-theurgical, ecstatic, and talismanic-and through these
demonstrates that Kabbalah, from the very beginning, was messianically oriented. He counters the common
belief that messianism typically arises as a response to such calamities as the expulsion of the Jews from
Spain in 1492 and shows that messiahs often gain great popularity in times of political tranquility. Idel also
finds that Jewish messianic and mystical experience bears a much greater resemblance to Christian
messianism than has been recognized before.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hollars:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Messianic Mystics. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book Messianic Mystics. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Mary Andrade:

The experience that you get from Messianic Mystics will be the more deep you rooting the information that
hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but Messianic Mystics giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
this particular Messianic Mystics instantly.

Rebecca Kurtz:

Messianic Mystics can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Messianic Mystics but doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Katie Broadnax:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Messianic Mystics we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be
creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end
up being doubt to change your life by this book Messianic Mystics. You can more pleasing than now.
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