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The Origins of Jewish Mysticism offers the first in-depth look at the history of Jewish mysticism from the
book of Ezekiel to the Merkavah mysticism of late antiquity. The Merkavah movement is widely recognized
as the first full-fledged expression of Jewish mysticism, one that had important ramifications for classical
rabbinic Judaism and the emergence of the Kabbalah in twelfth-century Europe. Yet until now, the origins
and development of still earlier forms of Jewish mysticism have been largely overlooked.

In this book, Peter Schäfer sheds new light on Ezekiel's tantalizing vision, the apocalyptic literature of
Enoch, the Dead Sea Scrolls, the writings of the Hellenistic Jewish philosopher Philo, the rabbinical writings
of the Talmudic period, and the esotericism of the Merkavah mystics. Schäfer questions whether we can
accurately speak of Jewish mysticism as a uniform, coherent phenomenon with origins in Judaism's mythical
past. Rather than imposing preconceived notions about "mysticism" on a great variety of writings that arose
from different cultural, religious, and historical settings, he reveals what these writings seek to tell us about
the age-old human desire to get close to and communicate with God.
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From reader reviews:

Rosalva Nichols:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Origins of Jewish Mysticism as your daily
resource information.

Robert Monson:

The Origins of Jewish Mysticism can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will
put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Origins of Jewish Mysticism however doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Kaci Carter:

This The Origins of Jewish Mysticism is great reserve for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Origins of
Jewish Mysticism in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular.
We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Manuel Frazier:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the book
The Origins of Jewish Mysticism we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be
creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Origins of Jewish Mysticism. You can more
desirable than now.
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