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French Huguenots made enormous contributions to the life and culture of colonial New York during the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Huguenot craftsmen were the city's most successful artisans, turning
out unrivaled works of furniture which were distinguished by unique designs and arcane details. More than
just decorative flourishes, however, the visual language employed by Huguenot artisans reflected a distinct
belief system shaped during the religious wars of sixteenth-century France.

In Fortress of the Soul, historian Neil Kamil traces the Huguenots' journey to New York from the Aunis-
Saintonge region of southwestern France. There, in the sixteenth century, artisans had created a subterranean
culture of clandestine workshops and meeting places inspired by the teachings of Bernard Palissy, a potter,
alchemist, and philosopher who rejected the communal, militaristic ideology of the Huguenot majority which
was centered in the walled city of La Rochelle. Palissy and his followers instead embraced a more fluid,
portable, and discrete religious identity that encouraged members to practice their beliefs in secret while
living safely?even prospering?as artisans in hostile communities. And when these artisans first fled France
for England and Holland, then left Europe for America, they carried with them both their skills and their
doctrine of artisanal security.

Drawing on significant archival research and fresh interpretations of Huguenot material culture, Kamil offers
an exhaustive and sophisticated study of the complex worldview of the Huguenot community. From the
function of sacred violence and alchemy in the visual language of Huguenot artisans, to the impact among
Protestants everywhere of the destruction of La Rochelle in 1628, to the ways in which New York's
Huguenots interacted with each other and with other communities of religious dissenters and refugees,
Fortress of the Soul brilliantly places American colonial history and material life firmly within the larger
context of the early modern Atlantic world.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

Here thing why this specific Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life in the
Huguenots' New World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) are different and reputable to
be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life in the Huguenots' New
World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Fortress of the Soul:
Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life in the Huguenots' New World, 1517-1751 (Early America:
History, Context, Culture). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life
in the Huguenots' New World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) in e-book can be your
choice.

Phyllis Greenfield:

Beside this kind of Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life in the Huguenots' New
World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) in your phone, it could give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is
fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life in the Huguenots' New
World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from right now!

Carolyn Treece:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life in
the Huguenots' New World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) was filled in relation to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.



William Culley:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and
Material Life in the Huguenots' New World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) to make
your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression
about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it.
Beside that the reserve Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life in the Huguenots' New
World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) can to be your friend when you're feel alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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