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Why has one game, alone among the thousands of games invented and played throughout human history, not
only survived but thrived within every culture it has touched? What is it about its thirty-two figurative
pieces, moving about its sixty-four black and white squares according to very simple rules, that has
captivated people for nearly 1,500 years? Why has it driven some of its greatest players into paranoia and
madness, and yet is hailed as a remarkably powerful intellectual tool?

Nearly everyone has played chess at some point in their lives. Its rules and pieces have served as a metaphor
for society, influencing military strategy, mathematics, artificial intelligence, and literature and the arts. It
has been condemned as the devil’s game by popes, rabbis, and imams, and lauded as a guide to proper living
by other popes, rabbis, and imams. Marcel Duchamp was so absorbed in the game that he ignored his wife
on their honeymoon. Caliph Muhammad al-Amin lost his throne (and his head) trying to checkmate a
courtier. Ben Franklin used the game as a cover for secret diplomacy.

In his wide-ranging and ever-fascinating examination of chess, David Shenk gleefully unearths the hidden
history of a game that seems so simple yet contains infinity. From its invention somewhere in India around
500 A.D., to its enthusiastic adoption by the Persians and its spread by Islamic warriors, to its remarkable use
as a moral guide in the Middle Ages and its political utility in the Enlightenment, to its crucial importance in
the birth of cognitive science and its key role in the aesthetic of modernism in twentieth-century art, to its
twenty-first-century importance in the development of artificial intelligence and use as a teaching tool in
inner-city America, chess has been a remarkably omnipresent factor in the development of civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Nelson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always
try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of
them is this The Immortal Game: A History of Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieces on a Board Illuminated Our
Understanding of War, Art, Science and the Human Brain.

Corinna Edwards:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Immortal Game: A History of Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieces
on a Board Illuminated Our Understanding of War, Art, Science and the Human Brain why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Don Numbers:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The
Immortal Game: A History of Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieces on a Board Illuminated Our Understanding
of War, Art, Science and the Human Brain which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.

Jane Rippeon:

This The Immortal Game: A History of Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieces on a Board Illuminated Our
Understanding of War, Art, Science and the Human Brain is brand new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Immortal
Game: A History of Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieces on a Board Illuminated Our Understanding of War,



Art, Science and the Human Brain can be the light food for you personally because the information inside
that book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel
tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life in addition to knowledge.
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