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Few virtues are as celebrated in contemporary culture as openness. Rooted in software culture and carrying
more than a whiff of Silicon Valley technical utopianism, openness—of decision-making, data, and
organizational structure—is seen as the cure for many problems in politics and business.
 
But what does openness mean, and what would a political theory of openness look like? With Wikipedia and
the Politics of Openness, Nathaniel Tkacz uses Wikipedia, the most prominent product of open organization,
to analyze the theory and politics of openness in practice—and to break its spell. Through discussions of edit
wars, article deletion policies, user access levels, and more, Tkacz enables us to see how the key concepts of
openness—including collaboration, ad-hocracy, and the splitting of contested projects through
“forking”—play out in reality.
 
The resulting book is the richest critical analysis of openness to date, one that roots media theory in messy
reality and thereby helps us move beyond the vaporware promises of digital utopians and take the first steps
toward truly understanding what openness does, and does not, have to offer.
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From reader reviews:

Shane Webb:

This book untitled Wikipedia and the Politics of Openness to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Sara Love:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Wikipedia and the Politics of Openness your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just
before. The Wikipedia and the Politics of Openness giving you one more experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Guadalupe McCoy:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. Wikipedia and the Politics of Openness can be your answer given it can be read by an individual
who have those short time problems.

Audrey Mack:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will see that
now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to you
personally is Wikipedia and the Politics of Openness this publication consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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